The Transportation and Climate Alignment Act SB 59 / HB 437

Offsetting Harmful Emissions with Cleaner Transit Projects

Maryland’s transportation sector continues to be the largest source of greenhouse gas emissions and
one of the leading contributors to poor air quality in our state.

Better planning can make a difference.

Now is the time to invest wisely in transportation infrastructure that works for everyone in Maryland,
with transportation demands outpacing funds and as the state faces a budget deficit.

Investing in cleaner, more affordable transportation options means reducing car expenses, slashing
tailpipe pollution, and improving access to opportunities.

What the Transportation and Climate Alignment Act will do:

e Require the Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) to estimate the
increased emissions resulting from major capital projects, such as highway
widenings and the associated increase in vehicle traffic

e Fund projects to offset that increase in emissions

e Balance spending on transportation projects with low or no associated
em!ss!ons (sidewalks, crosswalks, bike paths, transit) with projects that increase
emissions

Why it’s important for Maryland:

Alternative transportation projects that promote a healthier, equitable Maryland tend to receive
lower priority than car-oriented projects and often get cut from budgets due to funding
constraints.

Bringing transportation spending into alignment with climate priorities will:

e Save households an estimated $3,000 a year with affordable transportation options

e Create more affordable, reliable public transit options, and begin to improve that just 7.5% of
jobs in the Baltimore area can be reached in an hour on public transit

e Reduce climate and air pollution, currently driven by vehicles

e Save up to $20 billion annually in healthcare costs from increased physical activity such as
cycling or walking

e Save lives by reducing the risk of injury or death by traffic accident

e Create job growth, as every $1 billion in public transportation investment creates an estimated
50,000 jobs on average in the United States
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