
The CHERISH Our Communities Act 
SB 780 /HB 1287 & SB 781 / HB 1268

From Cumulative Harms to Environmental Restoration for Improving Our Shared Health

When multiple pollution sources combine, the harm can multiply. That often means even 
worse public health outcomes for areas bearing the burden of pollution.  

Maryland doesn’t currently make permitting decisions for environmental justice 
considerations like these. Permits are considered in isolation, without evaluating the total, or 
cumulative, impact of surrounding permitted facilities or the socioeconomic status of nearby 
communities. It’s time to respond to community demands and fix that. 

The CHERISH Act would modernize Maryland’s permitting system to more accurately affect 
peoples lived experiences and protect communities that already face heavy pollution 
burdens. 

• Give two regulatory agencies – Maryland Department of the Environment
(MDE) and the Public Service Commission (PSC) – clear authority to issue
or deny permits based on environmental justice data

• In the most overburdened communities in Maryland:
▪ Add consideration of pollution from nearby sources
▪ Provide guidance on new conditions to include in approved permits
▪ Require meaningful community engagement

What the CHERISH Act will do:

Why it’s important for Maryland:

The CHERISH Act would address a critical gap in our environmental protection system. 
True environmental justice means putting community needs first, by considering factors 
like a community’s existing pollution load and community health data when weighing 
permit decisions.  

This legislation would create a fairer system – one where community voices are part of 
permitting decisions that affect their health and well-being. It would also catch Maryland 
up to environmental justice action happening in states like New Jersey, New York, and 
Minnesota.  

Workgroups, studies, and testimony have already affirmed the importance of cumulative 
impact analysis. No bill has crossed the finish line, despite strong support from advocates, 
health experts, and residents.  

In 2026, Maryland has an opportunity to show bold leadership and truly “leave no one 
behind.” It’s a chance to align our values with real, actionable policy that protects 
vulnerable communities.  


