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How to use This Scorecard

This scorecard is your tool to see how your state legislators voted
on key environmental issues in 2024. Look up your representatives
by district to find their voting record. A checkmark ¢’ means

they voted pro-environment, while an X means they voted
against environmental protections. Compare their 2024 score

to their lifetime score to see their overall track record. Use this
information to thank legislators who champion the environment
or to encourage those who don’t to improve their voting record.
Remember, your voice matters — let your representatives know
you’re paying attention to how they vote on environmental issues.
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A Note from the Executive Director

In this scorecard, you'll find a comprehensive overview of the
2024 General Assembly’s environmental victories, ongoing
challenges, and the role your elected officials played in
shaping our state’s environmental future. We hope you will
use this information to hold policy makers accountable for
their votes. Let the elected officials that represent you know
if their votes reflect your environmental priorities, or if you
would like to see improvements in their efforts.

The 2024 legislative session was shaped by both the laws that
passed and by those that languished without action. Legislative successes this year
included gains in solar energy expansion, highlighted by the Brighter Tomorrow Act
(HB1435/SB0783), protection of the state’s waterways through the Whole Watershed
Act (HB1165/SB0969) and climate funding through a one time allocation of $90 million
dedicated for climate initiatives (HB0352/SB0362).

Unfortunately, the rollback of the Building Energy Performance Standards through

a last minute budget amendment was a significant setback. Additionally, neither

the Administration nor the General Assembly addressed the continued need for a
sustained source of revenue for climate solutions, thereby diminishing the chances of
meeting the State’s climate goals. Lastly, we were pleased that environmental justice
was considered in a number of bills, but there remains an urgent need to embed
environmental justice considerations throughout legislative, regulatory, and budget
decisions and take greater strides to recognize and undo existing structural inequities.

These mixed results underscore the fact that the path to a sustainable Maryland is
neither straight nor easy. It requires persistence, adaptability and, most importantly,
your continued involvement.

Maryland LCV remains committed to our vision of a healthy environment for everyone
in Maryland and will continue pushing for equitable and just environmental policies
that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, clean and protect our waterways, and build
climate resilient communities. We look forward to continuing this journey together.

Kim Coble
Executive Director
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Our Priorities for a Sustainable and Just Maryland

Maryland’s environmental challenges of addressing
climate change, promoting environmental
equity, and protecting our natural resources are

not isolated efforts, but parts of a comprehensive
approach to creating a healthy environment for
everyone in Maryland. Our legislative priorities are
centered around three key areas:

Climate and Energy

FOCUS: Promoting clean and renewable energy
sources, reducing greenhouse gas emissions,
supporting energy efficiency initiatives, and
reducing the climate impacts on overburdened and
underserved communities.

IMPACT: Building a healthy environment for all
Marylanders by transitioning away from fossil
fuels, reducing pollution, promoting clean and
renewable energy, and supporting climate resilient
communities.

Justice and Democracy

FOCUS: Addressing the disproportionate impacts
of pollution and climate change on underserved
and overburdened communities by prioritizing
investments in impacted communities, ensuring
fair and inclusive environmental policies, and
protecting the democratic process.

IMPACT: Ensuring that every Marylander is
protected equitably from environmental harm and
has a voice in environmental policy decisions.

Land and Water

FOCUS: Conserving, restoring, and protecting
Maryland’s natural resources and water quality,
promoting sustainable land use practices, and
building climate resiliency.

IMPACT: Safeguarding Maryland’s natural
treasures for future generations, ensuring clean
water and healthy ecosystems.

Maryland
Climate
Pollution
Reduction
Plan

This comprehensive

strategy, released by the

Moore Administration in December 2023,
outlines the steps that need to be taken

in order for Maryland to combat climate

change, transition to clean energy, and meet
its climate goals to cut emissions 60% by
2031 and achieve net-zero emissions

by 2045.

PRIORITY POLICIES:

e Create sustainable funding sources

e Electrify buildings and boost energy
efficiency

e Changing the way we define renewable
and clean energy

e Prioritize environmental justice

e Reform Renewable Energy Portfolio
Standard to remove trash incineration

GET INVOLVED

e Stay Informed: Sign up for our email updates, follow Maryland LCV on social media

and join events.

¢ Take Action: Contact your legislators and advocate for strong environmental policies.
e Vote: Use this Scorecard to make informed decisions at the polls.
e Support: Donate to Maryland LCV to help us continue our work.

Every action taken for the environment is a step towards a healthy environment for everyone in Maryland.
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Climate and Energy

Key legislative victories include the Brighter Tomorrow Act (HB 1435/SB 0783), boosting
solar energy adoption, and the Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reductions revision bill
(HB0990), removing the manufacturers’ exemption from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act.
With leadership from Governer Moore, the Maryland General Assembly passed a one-time
reallocation of $90 million for climate initiatives, focusing on building electrification, Electric
Vehicle (EV) infrastructure, and electric school buses with at least 50 percent of the funding
aimed at uplifting communities that have been historically overburdened and underserved.

However, the Maryland General Assembly failed to secure sustainable funding to implement
Maryland’s Climate Pollution Reduction Plan. The failure of the Transportation and Climate
Alignment Act (HB0836,/SB0681) missed an opportunity to integrate climate considerations into
our transportation planning for major highway projects. Additionally, the Ratepayer Protection
Act (HB0731/SB0548) not passing means we lost a chance to align utility infrastructure spending
with our state’s transition towards increased electrification.

As we continue to address climate change impacts, the 2024 Maryland General Assembly
advanced a number of bills promoting renewable energy and achieving emission reductions, but
gaps remain in sustainable transportation and long-term climate funding.

Bill Status
$90 Million Climate Funding (BRFA) HB0352/SB0362 | v Passed
Brighter Tomorrow Act HB1435/5B0783 | + Passed
Electricity—Offshore Wind Projects—Alterations HB1296 v Passed
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Plans (EmPOWER Reform) | HB0864 v Passed
Removing Manufacturers Exemption from GGRA HB0990 v Passed
WARMTH Act (Networked Geothermal Pilot) HB0397/5B0570 | + Passed
Better Buildings Act HB1279/SB0548 | X Failed

Fossil Fuel Transportation Fee and Mitigation Fund

o MIXED RESULTS
(Climate Pollution Reduction Fund Act HB1008 X Failed
Maryland Climate Education Week HB0993 X Failed
Ratepayer Protection Act HB0731/SB0548 | X Failed
Transportation and Climate Alignment Act HB0836/SB0681 | X Failed
_ How it affects you: Makes solar power more accessible and
affordable for your community.
v $90 Million Climate Funding (BRFA) v Electricity - Offshore Wind Projects - Alterations
HBO0352/5B0362 HB1296
What it does: Invests in bulldlng eleCtriﬁcation, EV What it does: Supports offshore wind (OSW) energy
chargers, and electric school buses. development by adjusting state financing credits and
How it affects you: Cleaner air, more EV charging options, requires the state to create a plan to reach OSW goals.
and healthier transportation for school children. How it affects you: Enables development of OSW in
Brighter Tomorrow Act Maryland's power supply.
HB1435/5B0783
What it does: Extends tax breaks for community solar .
projects and creates a new system of incentives for small, (Contmued on page 6)

rooftop, and parking canopy solar projects.
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Climate and Energy (continued)
V Energy Efficiency and Conservation Plans
(EmPOWER Reform) - HB0864

What it does: Updates energy efficiency programs and
offers incentives for electric appliances.

How it affects you: Lower energy bills through use of the
EmPOWER program and reduced home energy use.

Removing Manufacturers Exemption
from GGRA - HB 0990

What it does: Removes the existing exemption and requires

manufacturers to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions

comparable to other industries.

How it affects you: Cleaner air and a fairer approach to
fighting climate change.

V WARMTH Act

HB0397/SB0570

What it does: Establishes a pilot program for community
scale geothermal heating projects, focusing on low-income
neighborhoods.

How it affects you: Access to efficient, clean heating
options and potential energy savings.

FAILED

Better Buildings Act

HB1279 /SB0548
What it would have done: Required new buildings to use
clean energy and be more energy-efficient.

How it would have affected you: More sustainable new
buildings with lower energy costs and EV charging options.

Land and Water

. Fossil Fuel Transportation Fee and Mitigation Fund
(Climate Pollution Reduction Fund Act) - HB1008
What it would have done: Charge a fee on coal and natural gas
transported through the state in order to fund climate solutions.

How it would have affected you: More revenue to
implement the Climate Plan, contributing to health
benefits through reduced greenhouse gas emissions.

x Maryland Climate Education Week
HB0993
What it would have done: Established a week to highlight and
educate Marylanders about climate change and its impacts.

How it would have affected you: Created more
opportunities to learn about climate change impacts and
solutions, supporting an active and engaged population.

Ratepayer Protection Act
HB0731/5B0548
What it would have done: Aligned gas utility spending with

climate goals and protected consumers from unnecessary
costs.

How it would have affected you: Potentially lower gas bills
and less investment in fossil fuel infrastructure.

Transportation and Climate Alignment Act
HB0836/SB0681

What it would have done: Required analysis of climate

impacts for major highway projects including the projected

increase of vehicle miles traveled.

How it would have affected you: Better-planned
transportation projects with less environmental impact.

aryland’s land and water resources, including the crucial Chesapeake Bay, saw important
legislative victories in 2024. These efforts to protect our vital ecosystems represent key
environmental achievements of the session, supporting both ecological health and community

well-being.
Bill Status
Clean Water Justice Act HB1101/SB0653 | « Passed
Whole Watershed Act HB1165/SB0969 | « Passed

Clean Water Justice Act

HB1101/SB0653
What it does: Gives individuals and groups the right to take
legal action to protect water resources.

How it affects you: More power for you and your
community to defend local water quality in courts and hold
polluters accountable.
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V Whole Watershed Act
HB1165/5B0969
What it does: Allocates $20
million over five years for a pilot program of 5 targeted and
comprehensive watershed restoration projects.

PROGRESS MADE

How it affects you: Developing programs to improve
water quality in the Chesapeake Bay and local waterways,
benefiting both the environment and communities that
rely on these resources.



Justice and Democracy

Environmental justice includes the fair distribution of environmental benefits across
communities, ensuring affected communities are at the forefront of environmental
decisions, and addressing disproportionate impacts on vulnerable populations. During the 2024
session, the growing recognition of and discussion about these issues was a move in the right
direction. We are working to incorporate environmental justice initiatives such as the federal
Justice40 Executive Order, which aims to direct 40% of climate and clean energy investments to
disadvantaged communities, into Maryland law. There is a need for more engagement between
legislators and affected communities when drafting these bills and policies.

Bill Status

Comprehensive Flood Management Grant Program HB0449/SB0148 | v Passed

Protecting Election Officials Act HB0585/SB0480 | + Passed

Department of the Environment—Environmental Justice ,

Evaluation of Environmental Permit Applications HB0024/5B0096 | X Failed

Reclaim Renewable Energy Act of 2024 HB0166/SB0146 | X Failed MIXED RESULTS

V Comprehensive Flood Management Grant
Program - HB0449 /SB0148
What it does: Increases potential funding to address flood
management and directs at least 40% of that funding to
benefit overburdened or underserved communities.

How it affects you: Better flood response for vulnerable
neighborhoods and fairer distribution of resources.

‘/ Protecting Election Officials Act
HBO0585/SB0480
What it does: Creates steeper penalties for threatening
election officials or their families.

How it affects you: Helps ensure fair and secure elections
by protecting those who work election sites.

x Environmental Justice Evaluation of Environmental
Permit Applications - HB0024 / SB0096

What it would have done: Required environmental justice
analysis to be considered in certain environmental permit
decisions; however, the bill was significantly weakened
through a workgroup process convened by the Maryland
Department of the Environment, notably failing to include
necessary air quality permits.

How it would have affected you: While aimed at increasing
consideration of community impacts when approving
potentially polluting projects, the bill would have fallen
short in adequately addressing environmental justice
concerns.

x Reclaim Renewable Energy Act of 2024
HB0166/5B0146

What it would have done: This bill was introduced for the

7th year in a row and it would have removed trash burning

from the state’s Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard (RPS)

and therefore trash incineration would no longer receive

state funds as a renewable energy source.

How it would have affected you: State funds would be
available to support truly clean and renewable sources of
energy such as wind and solar.
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2024 Maryland Senate Environmental Votes

LAND AND
CLIMATE JUSTICE WATER
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NAME (PARTY) DISTRICT | 2024 |LIFETIME HB0397 | HB1435 | HB0449 |HB0585| HB1101 |HB1165| | ey
SCORE | SCORE | HB0990 |HB0864| SB0570 | SB0783 | SB0148 | SB0480 | SB0653 | SB0969
Malcolm Augustine (D) 47 100% | 98% 4 v v v (4 v v v v Pro-Environment Vote
Jack Bailey (R) 29 50% | 48% X X X v v v X v T TR RN
Pamela Beidle (D) 32 100% | 97% E v v v v v v v E Excused Absence (Not included
Joanne C. Benson (D) 24 100% | 96% v 4 v v v v 4 v in total score)
Benjamin Brooks (D) 10 100% | 97% E v E v (4 v 4 E NV No vote/unexcused absence
Mary Beth Carozza (R) 38 50% 48% % % % v v v % v (Counts as a vote against the environment)
Jill P. Carter (D) 41 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v
Nick Charles (D) 25 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v
Paul D. Corderman (R) 2 50% | 41% X X X v v v X v | Green Champions
Sarah K. Elfreth (D) 30 100% | 100% v v v v v v v v Green Champions are legislators
- p g
Arthur Ellis (D) 28 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v who go above and beyond their
Brian J. Feldman (D) 15 100% | 99% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v 100% score by sponsoring priority
Bill Ferguson (D) 46 100% | 98% v v v |v |V v v v | legislation and maintain a lifetime
William G. Folden (R) 4 50% | 36% X X X v v v X v score of at least 95%.
Jason C. Gallion (R) 35 63% | 49% X X (4 (4 (4 v X (4
Dawn Gile (D) 33 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v S E NATE
Guy Guzzone (D) 13 100% | 98% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4
Antonio Hayes (D) 40 100% | 98% 4 4 v v E 4 4 v
Stephen S. Hershey Jr. (R) 36 50% | 41% X X X (4 (4 v X (4
Katie Fry Hester (D) 9 100% | 100% 4 4 v v E 4 4 v
Shelly Hettleman (D) 11 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v
Michael A. Jackson (D) 27 100% | 97% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v
Mary-Dulany James (D) 34 100% | 100% v E (4 (4 (4 v v (4
J.B. Jennings (R) 7 50% | 45% X X X v v 4 X v
Cheryl C. Kagan (D) 17 100% | 97% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4
Ariana B. Kelly (D) 16 100% | 100% v v v v v v v v
Nancy J. King (D) 39 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v
Katherine Klausmeier (D) 8 86% | 93% 4 X v v v 4 4 v Sarah Eifreth Katie Fry Hester
Benjamin F. Kramer (D) 19 100% | 99% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4
Clarence K. Lam (D) 12 88% | 99% 4 4 NV v v 4 4 v
Karen Lewis Young (D) 3 100% | 98% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4
Johnny Mautz (R) 37 50% | 24% X X X v v 4 X v
Cory V. McCray (D) 45 100% | 94% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4
Mike McKay (R) 1 63% | 35% X X v v v v X v
C. Anthony Muse (D) 26 100% | 97% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4
Justin Ready (R) 5) 50% | 41% X X X v v 4 X v
Jim Rosapepe (D) 21 100% | 99% v v (4 E (4 v v (4
Johnny Ray Salling (R) 6 50% | 41% E X X v v 4 X E
Bryan W. Simonaire (R) 31 63% | 58% X X (4 (4 (4 v X (4
William C. Smith (D) 20 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v
Charles E. Sydnor Il (D) 44 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v
Jeff Waldstreicher (D) 18 100% | 99% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v
Alonzo T. Washington (D) 22 100% | 98% v v (4 E (4 v v (4
Mary Washington (D) 43 100% | 100% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v
Ron Watson (D) 23 100% | 98% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4
Chris West (R) 42 63% | 78% X NV v v v v X v
Craig J. Zucker (D) 14 100% | 98% E v v v v v v E

8 | Maryland League of Conservation Voters | www.mdlcv.org



2024 Maryland House of Delegates Environmental Votes

LAND AND
CLIMATE JUSTICE WATER
Seo 5 8.
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NAME (PARTY) DISTRICT 2024 |LIFETIME HB0397 | HB1435 | HB0836 | HB0449 |HB0585 | HB1101 |[HB1165 KEY
SCORE | SCORE | HB0990 |HB0864| SB0570 | SB0783 | SB0681 | SB0148 | SB0480 | SB0653 | SB0969
Gabriel Acevero (D) 39 100% | 96% 4 v v v (4 v v v v v Pro-Environment Vote
Christopher T. Adams (R) 37B 1% | 14% X X X X X v X X X X Anti-Environment Vot
Jackie Addison (D) 45 100% | 100% v v v v v v v v v E  Excused Absence (Not included
Nick Allen (D) 8 100% | 100% v 4 v v v v 4 v 4 in total score)
Tiffany T. Alston (D) 24 100% | 100% v (4 (4 (4 (4 v (4 (4 (4 NV No vote/unexcused absence
Marlon Amprey (D) 40 [100%| 97% | v | v | v | v | v v | v | v | v écnﬁjr?fns r:esnat)mte against the
Carl Anderton (R) 388 0% 49% X X X X X E v X X
Steve J. Arentz (R) 36 0% 13% X X X X X X X X X
Lauren Arikan (R) 07B 0% 13% X X X X X X X X X Green Champions
Dalya Attar (D) 41 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v v
Vanessa E. Atterbeary (D) 13 100% | 98% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4 (4
Heather Bagnall (D) 33C 100% | 98% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v v
Terry L. Baker (R) 1C 1% | 21% X X X X X X v X X
Ben Barnes (D) 21 100% | 98% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v v
J. Sandy Bartlett (D) 32 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v v
Harry Bhandari (D) 8 100% | 98% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v v
Adrian Boafo (D) 23 100% | 100% v v v v v v v v v
Christopher Eric Bouchat (R) 5) 33% | 42% X X v X X 4 4 X X
Regina T. Boyce (D) 43A 100% | 98% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4 (4
Jason C. Buckel (R) 1B 22% | 16% X X X X X 4 4 X X
Jon S. Cardin (D) 11B 89% | 96% v v v | NV v v v v v
Mark S. Chang (D) 32 100% | 99% v v v v v v v v v
Lorig Charkoudian (D) 20 100% | 98% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4 (4
Brian Chisholm (R) 31 0% 13% X X X X X X X X X
Barrie S. Ciliberti (R) 4 0% 21% X X X X X X X X X
Luke Clippinger (D) 46 100% | 99% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v v
Frank M. Conaway, Jr. (D) 40 100% | 98% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4 (4
Brian M. Crosby (D) 29B 100% | 95% E E E E v E E E E
Charlotte Crutchfield (D) 19 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v 4 Dana Stein
Bonnie Cullison (D) 19 100% | 98% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v v
Debra Davis (D) 28 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v v
Eric Ebersole (D) 447 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v v
Mark Edelson (D) 46 100% | 100% v v v v v v v v v
Elizabeth Embry (D) 43A 100% | 100% v v v v v v v v v
Kris Fair (D) 3 100% | 100% E v v v v v v v v Vaughn Stewart
Jessica Feldmark (D) 12A 100% | 98% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v v
Diana M. Fennell (D) 47A 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v v
Mark N. Fisher (R) 27C 0% 6% X X X X X X X X X
Linda Foley (D) 15 100% | 100% v v v v v v v v v
Catherine M. Forbes (D) 43B 100% | 100% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v v
David Fraser-Hidalgo (D) 15 100% | 99% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4 (4
Jefferson L. Ghrist (R) 36 0% 15% X X NV X E X X X X
Robin L. Grammer, Jr. (R) 6 14% | 14% X X X X X X E (4 E
Mike Griffith (R) 35A 22% | 32% X X X X X v v X X
Brooke Grossman (D) 2B 100% | 100% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4 (4
Michele Guyton (D) 428 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v v
Pamela Lanman Guzzone (D) 13 100% | 100% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4 (4
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2024 Maryland House of Delegates Environmental Votes

LAND AND
CLIMATE JUSTICE WATER
Seo 5 8.
8 Eg| £ | £ |PE|SE S5S2| 88|28 |28
MDLCV| MDLCV S << | wi = ol | £S5 O2a|alm | oS | ==
NAME (PARTY) DISTRICT 2024 |LIFETIME HB0397 | HB1435 | HB0836 | HB0449 |HB0585 | HB1101 |[HB1165 KEY
SCORE | SCORE | HB0990 |HB0864| SB0570 | SB0783 | SB0681 | SB0148 | SB0480 | SB0653 | SB0969
Kevin M. Harris (D) 27A 100% | 100% v v v v v v 4 4 4 )
v/ Pro-Environment Vote
Andrea Fletcher Harrison (D) 24 100% | 98% v 4 v v v v 4 v v R
X Anti-Environment Vote

Wayne A. Hartman (R) 38C 1% | 11% X X X X X v X X X E  Excused Absence (Not included
Anne Healey (D) 22 100% | 99% v 4 v v v v 4 v 4 in total score)
Shaneka Henson (D) 30A 100% | 97% 4 v v v (4 v v v v NV No vote/unexcused absence
Terri L. Hill ) 120 [100%] 98% | v | v | v | v | v v | v E | v mgtns r;‘:nat)mte against the
James Hinebaugh, Jr. (R) 1A 1% | 17% X X X X X v X X X
Marvin E. Holmes (D) 23 100% | 97% v 4 v v v v 4 v v
Kevin B. Hornberger (R) 35B 56% | 48% X v (4 (4 X v v X X
Seth A. Howard (R) 30B 1% | 29% X X X X X X v X X
Thomas S. Hutchinson (R) 37B 1% | 16% X X X X X v X X X
Julian Ivey (D) 47A 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v v
Carl Jackson (D) 8 100% | 97% v v (4 (4 (4 v v E (4
Jay A. Jacobs (R) 36 1% | 30% 4 X X X X X X X X
Andre V. Johnson, Jr. (D) 34A 100% | 98% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4 (4
Steve Johnson (D) 34A 100% | 100% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v v
Adrienne A. Jones (D) 10 100% | 99% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4 (4
Dana Jones (D) 30A 100% | 97% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v v
Anne R. Kaiser (D) 14 100% | 97% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4 (4
Aaron M. Kaufman (D) 18 100% | 95% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v v
Kenneth Kerr (D) 3 100% | 98% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4 (4
Nicholaus R. Kipke (R) 31 22% | 35% X X X X X X v X v
Marc Korman (D) 16 100% | 99% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4 (4
Mary A. Lehman (D) 21 100% | 100% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v v
Jazz Lewis (D) 24 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v v
Robbyn Lewis (D) 46 100% | 96% v v v v v v v v v
Jeffrie E. Long, Jr. (D) 278 100% | 53% v E v v v v v v E
Robert B. Long (R) 6 22% | 29% X X X X X v v X X
Lesley J. Lopez (D) 39 100% | 96% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4 (4
Sara Love (D) 16 100% | 100% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v v
Nino Mangione (R) 427 0% 4% X X X X X NV X X X
Ashanti Martinez (D) 22 100% | 100% v v v v v v v v v
Aletheia McCaskill (D) 448 88% | 94% v v v v NV v v E v
Susan K. McComas (R) 34B 1% | 22% X X X X X 4 X X X
Ric Metzgar (R) 6 13% | 22% X X X X X X v X E
April Miller (R) 4 0% 11% X X X X X X X X X
Bernice Mireku-North (D) 14 100% | 100% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4 (4
David Moon (D) 20 100% | 100% v v v v v v v v v
Matthew Morgan (R) 29A 0% 14% X X X X X X X X X
Todd B. Morgan (R) 29C 22% | 21% v X X X X v X X X
Rachel Mufioz (R) 31 0% 20% E E E E X E E E E
Ryan Nawrocki (R) 7A 0% 11% X X X X X X X X X
Charles J. Otto (R) 38A 22% | 30% v X X X X v X X X
Julie Palakovich Carr (D) 17 100% | 98% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v v
Cheryl E. Pasteur (D) 11A 100% | 100% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4 (4
Edith J. Patterson (D) 28 100% | 97% v v v v v v v v v
Joseline A. Pefia-Melnyk (D) 21 100% | 98% v v (4 (4 (4 v v (4 (4
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2024 Maryland House of Delegates Environmental Votes

LAND AND
CLIMATE JUSTICE WATER
Seo 5 8.
EL L ZE 28 | % .
T . | 2| 3|52 |52 25 | Bz | 3
8 Eg| £ | £ |PE|SE S5S2| 88|28 |28
MDLCV| MDLCV | < | = Bl £SO |Oo=SEa|am | oS | ==
NAME (PARTY) DISTRICT 2024 |LIFETIME HB0397 | HB1435 | HB0836 | HB0449 |HB0585| HB1101 |HB1165 KEY
SCORE | SCORE | HB0990 |HB0864| SB0570 | SB0783 [SB06816/ SB0148 | SB0480 | SB0653 | SB0969
N. Scott Phillips (D) 10 100% | 100% v v v v v v v v v v Pro-Environment Vote
Jesse T. Pippy (R) 4 0% 13% X X X X X X X X X X Anti-EnvironmentVote
Andrew C. Pruski (D) 33A 100% | 100% v v v v v v v v v E  Excused Absence (Not included
Lily Qi (D) 15 100% | 98% 4 4 4 4 v 4 4 4 4 in total score)
Pam Queen (D) 14 100% | 97% v 4 v v 4 v v v E NV No vote/unexcused absence
Teresa E. Reilly (R) 35 0% | 23% % X X | x X % X x | x 2‘%‘3.“&3 ma:ni)“"te against the
Kent Roberson (D) 25 100% | 100% 4 v v v 4 v v v v
Denise Roberts (D) 25 100% | 100% v v v v v v E v v
Mike Rogers (D) 32 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v v
April Rose (R) 5 1% | 15% X X X X X v X X X
Samuel “Sandy” Rosenberg (D) 4 100% | 98% v v (4 (4 4 v v (4 (4
Malcolm Ruff (D) 41 100% | 100% v v E v v v v v v
Sheila Ruth (D) 448 100% | 97% v v v v v v v v v
Sheree Sample-Hughes (D) 37A 67% | 78% 4 NV X v v 4 E v X
Stuart Michael Schmidt, Jr. (R) 338 100% | 63% v v v v v v v v v
Emily Shetty (D) 18 100% | 100% v v v v v v v v v
Gary Simmons (D) 12B 100% | 100% v v (4 (4 4 v v (4 (4
Karen Simpson (D) 3A 100% | 100% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v v
Stephanie Smith (D) 45 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v v
Jared Solomon (D) 18 100% | 100% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v v
Ryan Spiegel (D) 17 100% | 100% v v (4 (4 4 v v (4 (4
Dana Stein () 1B [100%] 7% | v [v | v v v ] v]v]v]v e
Vaughn Stewart (D) 19 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v v S
Joshua J. Stonko (R) 42C 1% | 21% X X NV X X v X X X
Kathy Szeliga (R) 7A 0% 19% X X X X X X X X X
Deni Taveras (D) 47B 100% | 100% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v v
Kym Taylor (D) 23 100% | 100% v v v v E v v v v
Jen Terrasa (D) 13 100% | 98% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v v
Karen Toles (D) 25 100% | 100% v v (4 (4 4 v v (4 (4
Chris Tomlinson (R) 5) 1% | 21% X X X X X 4 X X X
Veronica Turner (D) 26 100% | 98% v v (4 (4 4 v v (4 (4
Kriselda Valderrama (D) 26 100% | 99% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v v
William Valentine (R) 2A 0% 5% X X X X X X X X X
Joe Vogel (D) 17 100% | 100% v v v v v v v v v
Courtney Watson (D) 9B 100% | 98% v v (4 (4 4 v v (4 (4
Melissa Wells (D) 40 100% | 98% v v v v v v v v v
Jennifer White Holland (D) 10 100% | 100% v v v v v v v v v
Jheanelle K. Wilkins (D) 20 100% | 100% v v v v v v v v v
Nicole A. Williams (D) 22 100% | 97% v v v v v v v v v
C.T. Wilson (D) 28 100% | 97% v v v v v v v v v
Greg Wims (D) 39 100% | 100% v v v v v v v v v
William J. Wivell (R) 2A 0% 19% X X X X X X X X X
Sarah Wolek (D) 16 100% | 100% v v v v v v v v v
Jamila J. Woods (D) 26 100% | 91% E E E E v E E E E
Chao Wu (D) 9A 100% | 95% v v v v v v v v v
Caylin Young (D) 45 100% | 100% 4 4 v v v 4 4 v v
Natalie Ziegler (D) 9A 100% | 100% v v v v v v v v v
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Two Environmental Setbacks:
Data Centers and Building Standards

he 2024 legislative session

included two significant
policy setbacks: the Critical
Infrastructure Streamlining Act
(HB0579/SB0474) pertaining
to back up generators at data
centers and the last-minute
rollback of Building Energy
Performance Standards (BEPS).
These legislative actions highlight
the critical need to continue
Maryland’s efforts to meet its
climate goals while we ensure
economic growth, including
good-paying jobs in Maryland.

The Critical Infrastructure
Streamlining Act aims to attract
data centers to Maryland,
promising economic growth but
raises environmental concerns.
Data centers consume substantial
energy and water, while their
backup diesel generators, which
are required to operate at least
once per month for maintenance,
contribute to air pollution. The
bill exempts data center backup
generators from the Certificate of
Public Convenience and Necessity
(CPCN) permitting process,
which is required to consider
climate, labor, and environmental
justice impacts. This exemption

expedites the permit approval
process, but removes important
considerations for human health
and the environment. Maryland
LCV did not support the bill but
did secure amendments to the
bill including enhanced reporting
requirements and allocating 15%
of corporate income tax revenue
from data centers to clean energy
programs.

The discussion around this
bill underscores the need for
ongoing engagement with the
Moore Administration and
General Assembly to promote
economic development and
welcome new industries while
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also ensuring they are a part of
our clean energy future.

The rollback to the Building
Energy Performance Standards
(BEPS) through a last minute
budget amendment is a setback
in the state’s efforts to reduce
building energy use, a critical
component of the state’s climate
plan and the Climate Solutions
Now Act of 2022.

The amendment delays
implementation of energy
efficiency standards for buildings
until 2027. It requires MDE to first
collect data on building energy
use before setting new standards.
This delay pushes back important
climate action by several

years. Moreover, this harmful
amendment was added without
public input or stakeholder
consultation, undermining the
legislative process.

These issues act to prioritize
economic gains over long-term
environmental goals. Evidence
has proven that we do not need
to sacrifice the health of the
environment for economic gains.
We can do both — protect the
environment for everyone in
Maryland and have a thriving
economy.



The Unfinished Agenda: Missed Opportunities

In assessing Maryland’s environmental progress, we must
consider not only the bills that passed or failed but also the
bills left unaddressed. This “unfinished agenda” represents
missed opportunities to tackle pressing environmental
concerns and reflects on the legislature’s overall commitment

to environmental protection.

Key areas left unaddressed

1. Clean Energy Transition:

For yet another year, efforts to
remove polluting energy sources
from our Renewable Energy
Portfolio Standard (RPS) were
stalled, truly clean energy.

(Bills Unaddressed: STRIDE, RPS)

2. Sustainable Climate Funding:
Despite the urgentneed for
climate action, proposals for
sustainable funding mechanisms
to support climate initiatives
did not advance. This lack of
dedicated funding hampers

our ability to implement key
recommendations from the
Climate Plan and meet our state
climate goals. (Bills Unaddressed:
RENEW, Cap & Invest, Fossil Fuel
Transport Fee, Climate Pollution
Reduction Fund)

3. Environmental Justice:
Efforts to address the
disproportionate environmental
burdens faced by vulnerable
communities continue to fall
short. We missed opportunities
to incorporate environmental
justice considerations into
decision-making processes,
particularly in areas like
permitting and resource
allocation. (Bills Unaddressed.:
Transportation Climate Act,

MD Climate Education Week, EJ
Permitting, Climate Crisis and
Environmental Justice Act)

4. Building Emissions: Proposals
to substantially reduce emissions
from the building sector, a
significant contributor to

climate change, did not receive
adequate consideration and were
thwarted by a last minute budget
amendment. (Bills Unaddressed:
Better Buildings)

As we look ahead to 2025,

the need for action becomes
increasingly urgent. The
continued delay in addressing
these critical areas means we're
falling behind in our climate
commitments and environmental
protection goals. Next year’s
session will be pivotal in
providing the resources needed
to implement the Climate Plan
and advance key environmental
programs.

“For every year of delay,
the urgency to address
climate change impacts
goes up, and the cost of
inaction grows.”

- Kim Coble, Executive Director,
Maryland LCV

As voters, we must recognize
that legislative inaction can

be as impactful as action. This
“unfinished agenda” should be
considered when evaluating our
representatives’ environmental
commitment. Your engagement
with legislators on these
unaddressed issues is key to
ensuring that comprehensive
environmental legislation
receives proper consideration in
future sessions. Remember, for
every year of delay, the urgency
only intensifies.
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The Unfinished Agenda: Missed Opportunities

POLICY BILL TITLE BILL HOUSE/ COMMITTEE SECOND THIRD  HOUSE/ COMMITTEE SECOND  THIRD g:‘l’éfm CONFERENCE .0
CATEGORY NUMBER SENATE VOTE READING READING SENATE VOTE READING READING OPISTMAL  COMMITTEE  coreee
HB0731 Committee voted
M EV L
STRIDE
SB0548

@ <

Better Buildings

5
: = | ® g
)
c
: - ERC
“6 RPS
)
5 <
(3]
£
5 <
RENEW
| @) R
Cap & Invest HB1272
Fossil Fuel
Transport Fee HB1008
2nd reading passed:
HEUBSS Motion special order - died
Transportation
> Climate Act
(@) COMMITTEE Bill did not pass
S C1:1[: 10 SENATE | VOTED second reading
o FAVORABLE
O
o Climate
E Pollution HB1008 m
Reduction Fund
a
MD Climate
]
5 ® pe
]
wn EJ Permitting
=
) SB0096  [1\3 @ m
Climate

Gris_is and HBO516
Environmental
Justice Act -
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The Power of Your Voice

ile the 2024 legislative
W:ession saw important Even the
environmental victories, there smallest act
were several missed opportunities of advocacy:

to make environmental progress.
These mixed results underscore the

a phone call,
an email, or a

importance of engaged Marylanders, &% conversation
lik raisin r voice an .
€ you, raising your voice a d with your
taking actions. .
legislator can
Even the smallest act of advocacy be the catalyst
such as a phone call, an email, that moves an
or a conversation with your .
environmental

representative can be the catalyst . .
that moves an environmental initiative from
initiative from concept to law. Your ! concept to law.
engagement is the lifeblood of our S ——
democratic process and the key to advancing Maryland’s environmental
agenda. Additionally, it is also important to communicate with your
elected representative about their efforts to ensure we have clean
water, healthy air, and climate resilient communities. Contact them to
congratulate them on a great job or encourage them to do a better job
protecting the environment.

Ready to take action?

Visit mdlcv.org/scorecard to
access our digital scorecard
and action tools. See how your
representatives voted and let
them know what you think.

Whether it’s a “thank you” for
strong environmental leadership
or a call to do better, your voice
matters. Use the scorecard to
drive legislative change and help
shape Maryland’s environmental
future.
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