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INTRODUCTION

Message From The Chair

I am pleased to present the Maryland League of
Conservation Voters voting chart for the 1991-1994
Maryland General Assembly: In keeping with our goal 1o

“hold individual legislators accountable for their votes on
-environmental issues, we hope Maryland vorers will find this
chart helpful in evaluating their legislator’s views,

The votes that constitute this chart are on bills, resolo-

tions, or amendments considered important becanse of their
potential impact on the state’s environment, The chart is also intended to reflect both
fairly and accurately who is voting pro-environment and who is nol. So, these particn-
lar votes, chosen by the League’s Board of Directors, tended to offer legislators politi-
cally difficult but environmentally clear choices ona ran ge of environmental issues.
Making difficult choices is an elected officials job.

Combined, the selected votes distinguish those legislators who may :-lrnpl} call
themselves environmentalists from those who consistently vote for environmental
protection and do-so when it really counts. 5

This voting chart measuve is only a simple test of a legislator's environmental
record and does not fully reflect a legislator’s overall environmental commitmént.
Factors such as leadership in committee or behind-the-scenes activity on important
legistation are difficult to quantify.in a chart such as this, but they will, of course, be
considered when'the League decides which candidates 1o support.

As the political arm of the environmental movement in the state, the League
supports candiddtes with outstanding environmental records and candidates willing
to mike strong mmmilmn.us_ for énvironmental protection. In important rices, the
League makes endorsements, offers financial contributions, and provides volunteer
support. We find this voting chart is an extraordinarily useful tool and an integral part

of the Leapue's overall operation. "»‘m would appreciate :,'mlr comments.

| Qutliy

Joan Seward Willey

1

The Board of Dlrecmrs

The M'ir},ll.md League of Conservation Votersis governed by a vuluntu_er Board
of Directors consisting of top environmental leaders in the State. The Board is respan-
sible for the selection of votes in this voting chart, and the Board will decide which
candidates to support in the upcoming ¢lections. Board members serve strictly as
individuals and not as official representatives of their respective organizations.



Bl 1982-1986
[ | 1986-1990

THE ScoRECARD

$500,000
$450,000
$400,000
$350,000
$300,000
$250,000
$200,000

- $150,000

$100,000
$50,000
50

MARYLAND POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS

Environment ~ Beverage - Qil, Coal, General ~ Car, Truck  Real Estate,
& Conservation  Industry  Gas'& Utility  Business & Sesvice  Construction

Gronps Stations & Housing

-Scnring

" Votes for the environment are designated with a plus (+} and assigned one
point, and votes agrinst the environment are designated with a minus (-} and
assigned no points. Excused absences are designated with an E and are not counted
in'that legislator’s score, nor are votes that eceurred belore the legislator came 1o
office, which are designated with a asterisk (*),

Absences, however, éan sometimes help and sometimes hare a bill. (Very sim-
ply, if your supporters fail to show up for a vote, it hurs; if your opponents fail 1o
show, it helps:) Because unexcused absences are sometimes deliberate and olien deci-
sive, they are being included in the scoring; Il an unexcused absence is essentially
pro-environment, it will be designated with an A, and.count 1 paint. If the absence is
ant-environment, i will be designated with an a, aJnd count for no points,

- Thé point totals are combined to give a percentage score. A pedect environmen-

tal voting record will carn a score of 100%, ’

For reference, the score-from the 1990 voting chart has been provided forlegis-
lators who have continued in the Gengral Assembly.

-



State Averages

Regional Averages

Highest Scores

~Lowest Scores

SCORECARD SUMMARY

1994 1990
HOLSE AVERAGES 58% 33%
Democrats a1% 54%
Republicans 2% 4%
. 4
SENATE AVERAGES 55% 36%
Demicrats 8% 57%
Republicans 2% 50%
SENATE HOUSE
1904 1990 . 1994 1990
Western Maryland ] 22 a0 +
(Districts 1-4)
North Central 5 32 31 A
(Districts 3, 34, 35)
Eastern Shore 8 13 18 13
(Districts 36-38) |
Southern Maryland +6 38 4 +4
(Districts 28, 29)
Anne Arundel County (Y 64 18 51
{Districts 30-33)
Montgomery County 73 79 an 58
{Disiricts 14-20)
Erince Georges County 71 75 85 &0
{Districts 13,21-27)
- B:lltilfzdrt County | 68 © B3 +3 45
(Districts 6-12)
Baltimore City 53 (LY 46

(Districts 39-47)

Senate (100%): Howard Denis, Idamae Garrott, Leo Green, Gerald Winegrad, John Pica

House (100%): Wade Kach, Martin Madden, Brian Frosh, Gilbert Genn, Nancy Kopp,
Kumar Barve, Jennic Forchand, Leon Billings, Chris Van Hollen, Heory Heller, Dana

Dembrow, Peter Franchot, Pauline Menes, James Rosapepe, Paul Pinsky, Mary Conroy,

Joan Fitkin, James Hubbard, Carolyn Howard, Gary Alexander, Marsha Perry, Tony
Fulton, Henry Hergenroeder, Kenneth Montague, Maggie Mclntosh, Cornell Dypski

Senate {U‘}.&J:Jéhn Hafer, Habern Freeman, William Amoss
House: 15 delegates tied scoring 10% or lower.
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SENATE VOTES

HB 1195 -
Economic Growth and

Environmental Protection
Actofl 1992 -

YES is the correct vote.

This vote carricd 36 YES,
10N, T Not Vming.

R I T S o) .-

L9

Under this bill, counties will be required to upd:lh‘.' their comprehensive plans
and zoning ordinances to incorporate growth management visions by 1997, and
county ordinances will be required to be consistent with -:ﬂmpl'thcnswe plans, State
fundtng for capital projects will be conditional on county implementation. The bill
also requires a sensitive area protection element in local plans.

This particular vote was on 1_stmlgthcncd bill passed by the Senate Economic
and Environmental Affairs Committee, The final bill passed by the General Assembly
did not, however, escape damaging last-minute amendments by a joint conlerence
committee.

_ The amendment failed with 15 YES,

SB 63 - :
Maryland Private Land
Rights Protection Act
ol 1992

YES is the correct voir,

29 NQO, and I Nuot ‘.urmg

“There is a growing nationwide movement in the U.S, that is working to eripple
environmental programs in the name of “property rights.” This bill would have
placed an unreasonable birden on state agencies by requiring the state’s Attorney
General to determine whether any bill or regulation woéuld constitute a “taking” of
private property. The Attorney General would then have o determine how much it
would cost to compensate for the potenial king.

With an uphill battle in the Senate, environmentalists attempted 1o weaken the .
bill with amendments. One such amendment would require that for the proposed
regulation or législation to'have constitutional takings implications, it must result in
the substantial diminufion of the use of pm.uc pmpuw The bill ultimately failed in
the [inal minutes of the session.

SB 284 -

Air Quality - Motor_
Vehicle Emissions
Certilication Program

of 1992

There were 10 co-spansors
in the Senate,

Maryland has some of the worst air quality in the United States. Automohile
emissions are the leading source of the precursors to the ozone pollution, This bill
would have required new motar vehicles (starting with the 1998 models} 1o meet
more stringent emission standands identical to those used in California,

The bill faced tough epposition from auto dealers, auto manufacturers and oil
companies, Although this “clean car” bill never reached the Senate floor for a vote,
Senators were given credit for demonstrating early support by co-sponsoring this hill:

SB 224 -
Forest Conservation Act
1991

WO is the correct vore,
The amendment failed with 10

“YES, 32 NO, and 5 Not Yoting,

L

Also called the “tree bill,” this bill protects forests from developers. Under the
bill, develnpt.rs have 10 submit a plan to minimize the number of trees cut, replace
the trees that are removed, or pay into a fund for their replacement.

This vote was on Senator Freemans amendment that would have significanty

reduced both the amount of forest a developer must protect on a development site,
and the amount of a cleared forest the developer must replace.

SB 205 -

Vehicle Emissions
Inspection Program

YES is the correct vote.

 The bill carvied with a vote of 32

YES, 14 NO, and 1 Not Voting.

This bill strengthens Marylands vehicle emissions inspection program in accor-
dance with new federal Clean Air Act requirements, The hill required adoption of an

" enhanced vehicle emissions program which provides a more stringent and more

accurare test of tailpipe emissions. The bill also expanded the number of counties in
Maryland required to conduct emission inspections, and increased the repair waiver
to 5450 from 575,



0. 5B 34 -
* Private Land Rights 1993
NO is the correct vote, .

It passed the Senate 26 YES,
200 NO, and 1 Not Voting,

SENATE VOTES

. This bill was supported by the “wise use” property rights movement and would
have required every proposed regulation to undergo an assessment by the Attorney

- Generals office to determine the fiscal impact of the regulation on every eflected

property. It also required the relevant state agency to demonstrate how it would pay
for these “costs™ if they were required to do so. This vote was the final vote where it
passed in the Senate. However, the bill failed in the House .

. . # L - "

7.5B 345 -
Air Quality - Low
Emission Vehicles 1993
NO is the correct votr,

The amendment passed with 23
YES, 20 NO, and 4 Not Voting.

This bill adopted more stringent tailpipe emission standards identical to those
in California, The vote is on an amendment offered by Senator Stone to require a
study inan atempt to delay the bill. Although this amendment passed, the delaying
provisions were amended out later. Uhimately the bill passed both houses and was
signed into law. ' ”

8. SB 624 -
Agricultural Best +

ana
1993

gement Systems

YES is the coriect vote.
The bill passed the Senate 36 YES,
9 NO, and 2 Not Vating,

This bill would have required farmers to implement a nutrient management
plan, a soil conservation plan and a water quality plan. The legislation is increasingly
necessary for the state to achieve its 40% reduction in nitrogen and phosphorous

. runoff into the Chesapeake Bay. The bill died in a House Commitiee.

- 9.SB414 - ;
Agricultural Best

anagement Systems -
Water Quality 1994
YES is the corvect voie.

The hill ;:msr:d the senare 24 YES,
23 NO, and 1 Not Voting. '

This bill would have required farmers to implement a nutrient management
plan; a soil conservation plan and a water quality plan. The legislation is increasingly
necessary for the state to achieve its 40% reduction in nitrogen and phosphorous
rinoll into the Chesapeake Bay.

w

10. SB 330 -
Plastic Containers -
Recycled Content 1994

YES is the correct vote, The bill failed

23 YES, 21 NO, and 3 Not Vating

This bill would have inereased the tecycled content for certain plastic contain-
ers to 25%. The vote was a reconsidered final third reader where it failed to achieve
the constititional majority, '

11. SB 607 -
Environmental Standing
- Act 1994 :

YES is the correct vote. The bill failed

22'YES, 23 NO, nid 2 Not Voting,

~ This bill auempted to broaden a citizens right to judicial review in environ-
mental cases, Maryland has one of the most restrictive liws on who has “standing” to

g0 to court..The vote is the second reader vore,

12. HB 1516 -

-

Pro

am O

of 1994

NO is the correctvote. The il failed
. 21 YES, 22 N0, and 4 Not Voting.

pen Space Act

®

* The bill would have allowed, in certain cases, the use of 100% of funds for the
redevelopment of parkland. Environmentalists recommended that the money be
used for parkland acquisition as it was originally intended, The vote is a reconsidera-
tion where the bill failed. ' e /
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HousE VOTES

L. SB 63 - Maryland Private
Land Rights Protection
Act of 1992

NO is the correct vot.
The vote to reconsider passed with

75 YES, 48 NO, and 18 Not Voting,

There is a growing nationwide movement in the U5, that is working (o eripple
environmental programs in the name of “property rights.” This bill would have
placed an unreasonable burden on state agencies by requiring the state’s Attomey
General to determine whether : any bill or regulation would constitute a “taking” of
private property, The Attorney General would then have to determine how much it
would cost to compensate for the potential taking,

" This particular vote revived the bill, which had initially failed in a vote wken
two hours earlier. The previous vote had failed to achieve a favorable majority
'because neatly a quarter of the delegates refrained from voting. Proponents of the bill
rallied their colleagues to get thehill reconsidered. The bill passed the House with
several amendments, but ran out of time in T._hé Senate.

2. HB 762 - Pesticides -

Uniform Regulation 1992

N} is the corvect vore, '
The bill was killed with 52 YES,
2 NO 1T Not Voting.

With increasing use of lawn care services and pesticides, several local jurisdic-
tions have enacted regulations on pesticide application including requirements for
advance notification and signing. Many of these regulations are mu},}u_r than weak
state Laws. This bill was designed to preempt the authority of local jurisdictions by
giving the state control over local pestitide regulations, . .

HB 683 - Oil Spills -
Liability and Definitions
1992

NO is the correct votr.

The House voted in favor with 72
YES, 64 NO, 1 Excused, and 1 Not
Vording.

':-'-'

; Under this bill, the responsible party for an oil spill would have its liability lim-
ited to $10 million, As eriginally mtroduced, the liability cap covered all costs associ-

* ated with the cleanup and any other damages to the natmal and economic resources

of the Bay.

This vote was a reconsideration of an ﬂrllcr viote which had defeated the bill.
Although this vote allowed passage of the bill in the House, the bill died in the Senate
Rules Commuittee during the final days of the session,

4. HB 1227 - Commercial

Incineration of Controlled

Hazardous Substances -
Delay or Suspension of
Issuance of Permits and
Study of Operation 1992

YES is the correct vote.

It passed overwhelmingly with 129

YES, 4 NO, and 8 Not Voting.

Rural residents from Western Maryland rose in opposition to proposals ta burn
hazardous wastes in a nearby cement kiln, Citizens organized a massive grassroots
elfort which culminated with the introduction of this hill that placed a moratorium
on such proposals and set up a Controlled Hazardous Substances Task Force to study
the production, use, and disposal of hazardous wastes, This vote was on third n,atlmg
for passage 1n the House,

5. 5B 224 - Forest |
Conservation Act 1991

NO is the correct vote,

The amendment failed with 44
YES, 79 NO, 2 Excused, and
16 Not Voting,

Also called the “wree bill," this bill protects forests from developers. Under the
bill, developers have to submit a-plan 1o minimize the number of trees cut, replace
the tiees that are removed, or pay into a fund for their replacement.

This vote was on Delegate Brauns amendment to weaken the bill by allowing *
lot owrters to clear a certain amount of trees even if the trees were protected as part of
a developer’s original forest conservation plan, -

.



House VoTEsSs

6. HB 1082 - Air Quality - .
Motor Vehicle Emissions
Certification Program
1991
YES is the correctvote. The bill

passed the House with 75 YES, 59
NO, 3 Excused, 4 Not Voting.

M =

Maryland has some of the wotst air quality ip the United States. Automohbile
einissions are the leading source of the precursors to the ozone pollution. This biil

- would have required new motor vehicles 1o meet more stringent emission standards

identical to those used in California, .

- This vote was on the third reading for passage in the House. The bill however,
died in the Judicial Proceedings Committee in the Senate where it was kept from
coming up for a vote. -

7. SB 429 - Pesticide
Regulation 1993
NO'is the correct vote. The biil
failed with 65 YES, 70 NO, & nNot
Yoting, T e T

With increasing use of lawn care services and pesticides, several local jurisdic-
tions have enacted regulations on pesticide application including requireinents for
advance notification and signing. Many of these regulations are tougher than weak

_ state laws. This bill was designed to preempt the authority of local jurisdictions by -

giving the state Department of Agriciiure control over local pesticide regulations.
The bill failed with thisvote, - ° | :

8. SB 345 Air Quality - Low
Emission Vehicles 1993
- NO is the correct virte.

The Amendment failed 40 YES,
77 NO, 24 Not Voting, :

The hill required Mm}al‘a:id to adopt the mﬁ:e'f:tﬁﬁgent tailpipe emission stah-
dards identical to those in California. This vote is on an amendment that would have

eliminated Western Maryland from the program,

i

9. HB 414 - Non-tidal’
Wetlands State
Assumption 1994
No is the corvect vote. The bill
passed the House 88 YES, 45 NO,
8 Nof Voting

L m

~ The bill would have allowed the State chp:xrtmcm of Maturil Resources assume
the wetlands program from the federal government. Langnage in the bill, however,
would have weakened overall wetland protection in Maryland. The vote is on the

‘third reader vote in the House, but the bill was ultimately killed in the Senate.

10. HB 948 - Uniform
Regulation of Pesticides
1994 .

NO is the corvect vete. The bill
failed to achicve a constitutional
majority with 70 YES, 65 NO, & Not
Voting, : :

© . The bill failed with this vote,

With increasing use of lawn care services and pesticides, several local jurisdic-
tions hive enacted regulations on pesticide application including requirements for |
advanee notification and Signing. Many of these regulations are tougher than weak
state laws. This bill was designed 1o preempt the authority of local jurisdictions by
giving the state Department of Agriculture control over local pesticide regulations.
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