
 

April 9, 2014 
 
Dear Conservation Voter, 
 
The 2014 General Assembly session ended at midnight. As is typical 
during an election year, legislators sidestepped much of the 
environmental communities’ priority legislation to fight climate 
change, clean up our waterways and the Chesapeake Bay, or 
protect the health of our families from fracking and pesticides.  
 
However, we are pleased that the Clean Water Healthy Families 
campaign defeated 20 bills weakening local programs to control 
polluted runoff. We commend Governor O’Malley, House Speaker 
Busch, and Chairs Senator Carter Conway and Delegate McIntosh 
for their leadership in blocking those rollbacks.   
 
And although many of our bills didn’t pass this year, the 
environmental community set the stage for significant policies that 
need to be addressed in the coming years. Given the outcome of this 
legislative session and the significant issues we still face, it is clear 
that the 2014 elections matter. We look forward to fighting with you to 
bring more environmental champions to the Maryland General 
Assembly on June 24th and November 4th. 
 
Thank you for making your voice heard in Annapolis and read the full 
story enclosed. We look forward to working with you next session as 
well as in the elections, when citizens can ensure that legislators are 
rewarded or held accountable. 
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Fracking is subjecting communities across the country to drinking and ground water 
contamination, climate pollution, and land scarring. This bill would have provided 
legislators and the public time to consider these risks and then make an informed 
decision on whether to allow fracking in Maryland. It failed in committee. 

 

 Environmental Justice           SB 706 Sen. Benson/ HB 1210 Del. Swain,Turner 

Shale Gas Drilling Safety Review Act SB 745 Sen. Young/ HB 1122 Del. Mizeur 

Defending the Polluted Water Law           (sponsors at mdlcv.org on hot lists) 

SB 733/HB 747 would have closed the “black liquor” and inefficient wood waste  
Renewable Portfolio Standard (“RPS”) loophole, requiring eligible biomass to be much 
cleaner. SB 734/HB1149 would have boosted the requirement that electricity suppliers 
buy a growing share of their power from renewable sources to 25% by 2020 and 40% by 
2025. Despite a vote in support and ongoing leadership from Chairman Davis, HB 747 
failed in committee (10-4). The other bills were never brought up for a vote. 

As introduced, this bill would have required the Department of the Environment to 
conduct a cumulative impact assessment of an individual permit's impacts on the 
environment and on human populations under certain circumstances before 
reviewing or granting permit applications. While we were disappointed by 
amendments that limited the bill’s scope, we supported its passage as an important 
first step. We strongly support the intent and plan to work with the sponsors to return 
in 2015 with a more comprehensive effort. Both bills died in committee.  

Cleaner Power, Brighter Maryland  
SB 733, 734 Sen. Feldman, Madaleno, Pinsky/HB 747, 1149 Del Barnes, Olszewski  

LCV and the members of Clean Water, Healthy Families are pleased that our efforts  
defeated 20 bills that would have weakened local programs to control polluted runoff 
and flooding. In conference committee, a few legislators felt compelled to do an end run 
of the legislative process and insert last-minute language into the budget, but truly bad 
language was fought off. We achieved our key goal: Maryland’s polluted runoff law is 
still intact and counties will be held fully accountable. All 20 bills died in committee.  

Pesticides Reporting Funds           SB 700 Sen. Manno/ HB 621 Del. Lafferty 

This bill is a first step toward filling recognized data gaps about links between pesticide 
exposure and potential public health and environmental impacts. This bill generates rev-
enue for a database of pesticide use from professional pesticide applicators, including 
farmers and lawn care companies, through a modest increase on the annual pesticide 
manufacturers' product registration fee. This information will help researchers determine 
if and when pesticides are affecting public health, waterways, and wildlife. Both bills 
passed and are on their way to Governor O’Malley to sign. 



 

Other Environmentally Important Bills   

 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Implementation Plan for Agricultural Pollution  
(SB 27/ HB 193, SB 151/HB 26, SB 963/HB 284): Delays, in various ways, the 
implementation of the Phosphorus Management Tool (PMT) by placing additional economic 
analyses burdens on the regulatory processes by which the PMT is adopted. The PMT is an  
essential tool in Maryland’s agricultural industry’s efforts to meet its Chesapeake Bay  
TMDL WIP pollution goals. University of Maryland scientists have validated both its  
technical sufficiency and the need for its implementation. All three bills failed to pass.  
 
 
Designation of New Wildlands (SB 336/HB 296): Expands fourteen existing  wildlands 
and grant nine new areas wildland designation, as recommended by the  Department of 
Natural Resources as the General Assembly has not designated wildlands since 2002. 
 
 
Community Clean Up and Greening Act (SB 707/HB 718): Enables counties to establish 
a five-cent fee for single-use plastic and paper carryout bags to be collected and kept by the 
counties for environmental cleanup and education. These bills died in committee.  
 
 
Recycling At Special Events (SB 781): Requires recycling of materials in designated 
recycling bins next to trash cans at all permitted events of 200 or more people. 
 
 
Sustainable Communities Tax Credit Program (HB 510): Extends and alters the 
Sustainable Communities Tax Credit program, often called the historic tax credit, to facilitate 
the rehabilitation of and investment in our oldest communities. 
 
 
Ocean Acidification (HB 118): Requires the Department of the Environment to add an 
analysis of the best available science on ocean acidification and to recommend strategies to 
mitigate the effects on our waters and fisheries to Maryland’s Climate Action Plan.  
 
 

Wind Power Moratorium (HB 1168): Blocks development of wind energy projects for 13 
months within a 56-mile radius of the Patuxent River Naval air station, effectively killing the 
Great Bay Wind Energy Center that would have powered 45,000 homes. This bill passed 
despite our and most of the environmental communities opposition.  

 

In addition to the final fight to protect the polluted runoff bill in the Budget Conference 
Committee, we once again helped urge legislators to ensure dedicated environmental funds were 
protected. While we appreciate that most job creating environmental funds and agency enforcement 
were funded, we are disappointed with cuts to Open Space Funding: 
• Chesapeake Bay Trust Fund: $64.4 million      
• Energy Efficiency: additional $10 million for low income energy assistance  
• Program Open Space: $67 million paid this year from previously diverted funds and $144 million 

 diverted (paid back over next three years.)  

Budget                         SB 170, SB 172 Pres. Miller/ HB 160, HB 162 Spkr Busch 

 



 Get Involved   
Visit mdlcv.org 

• Sign up for email updates and sign up for a copy of our 2014 
Environmental Scorecard 

 
• Join our members who sent over 2,400 emails to legislators 
throughout this 2014 session speaking up for air, land and water 

 
• Become a monthly donor at mdlcv.org/donate 

 
• Attend our events and trainings 

 
• Host a House Party and invite friends, family and neighbors to 

learn more about MDLCV 
 

• LIKE us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter  
 

• Volunteer with our dedicated team in educating Maryland on 
environmental issues. 

 
For more than 35 years, we have been the independent political voice for the environment in our 

state. Maryland LCV is dedicated to making environmental protection and restoration a top priority for 

Maryland’s elected officials, appointed leaders, candidates, and voters.  Maryland LCV advocates for 

sound conservation policies, works to get pro-environment candidates elected, and holds elected 

officials accountable for their votes and actions. 
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