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Scoring

Votes for the environment are designated with a
plus (+) and votes against the environment are designated with a
minus (-). Excused absences are designated with an E and are not
counted into the legislator's score, nor are votes that occurred before
the legislator came to office, which are designated with an asterisk (*).

Absences, however, can sometimes help or some-
times hurt a bill. (Very simply, if your supporters fail to vote, it hurts. If
your opponents fail to vote, it helps.) Because not voting is sometimes
deliberate and often a decisive factor, absences and abstentions are
included in the scoring. If a non excused absence or abstention is
essentially pro-environment, it is designated with an A. If the absence
or abstention is anti-environment, it is designated with an a.

The league is also scoring committee and delega-
tion votes. Each committee vote counts exactly the same as a floor
vote. Not all legislators serve on committees that vote on environmen-
tal legislation regularly, while some legislators see many environmental
bills in committee. Each legislator is assigned a percentage score
based on his or her total number of floor and committee votes. A per-
fect score is 100%. The votes in committee or delegation are shown in
separate tables and the fraction of correct votes for each legislator is
carried over to the main vote charts for both the House and Senate.

) For reference, the scores from the our previous
chart for 1995-1996 and the scores from the 1991-1994 session of
the General Assembly have been provided for each member of the
House or Senate who continued in the legislature.

legend

+ Voted with the environment

= Voted against the environment
E Excused absence

A wot vo ting
(advantage for environment)

a Not voting
(disadvantage for environment)

* Not a member at time of vote

~ 1991-1994 score reflects votes in
House of Delegates




Scorecard Summary

State Averages
97-98 9596 91-94
House Averages 47% 57% 58%
Republicans 23% 24% 42%
Democrats 5% T71% 61%

Senate Averages 63% T71% 55%
Republicans 35% 47% 42%
Democrats 6% 82% 58%

Regional Averages Senate House

97-98 95-96 91-94 | 97-98 95-96 91-94

Western Maryland 15% 25% 8% 15% 28% 20%
(Dist. 1-4)

North Central 2% 26% 5% 20% 45%  31%
(Dist. 5, 34-35)

Eastern Shore 10% 13% 8% 11% 34% 18%
(Dist. 36-38)

Southern Maryland ~ 36%  41%  46% | 22% 24%  24%
(Dist. 28-29)

Anne Arundel 48% 76%  69% 28% 47%  48%
(Dist. 30-33)

Montgomery 90% 85% 73% | 59% 85% 90%
(Dist. 1520, 39)

Prince Georges 92% 91% 71% 7% 78% 88%
(Dist. 21-27)

Howard 64% 65% ¥ 56% 67%
(Dist. 12-14)

Baltimore County 80% 85% 68% | 42% 40% 43%
(Dist. 6-12)

Baltimore City 79% 95% 64% 60% 77% 69%
(Dist. 40-47)

Highest Scores

Senate (100%): Boozer, Kelley, Hollinger, Madden, Frosh, Van Hollen,
Ruben, Dorman, Pinsky, Conway

House (100%): Parker, Jones, Nathan-Pulliam, Bobo, Pendergrass, Turner,
Grosfeld, Heller, Mandel, Dembrow, Rosapepe, Benson, Exum, Howard,
Muse, Patterson, Clagett, Perry, Marriott, Campbell, Mcintosh, Rosenberg,
Dobson, Doory, C. Mitchell, T. Murphy

Lowest Scores
Senate (0%): Ferguson, Haines
House (0%): Donoghue, Bissett, Walkup, Eckardt, Curran

* Scores for Howard County were not calculated by LCV
prior to 1994.



Senate Economic and
Environmental Affairs Committee

1. B 686: 1997
Toxic Safety Information Act

Yes is the correct vote. Passed by Committee 6-5

As a community right-to-know measure, the biil would have required
industrial users of toxic chemicals to provide information to the
Department of the Environment concerning the amounts and toxicity
of toxic and hazardous substances used in manufacturing processes.
The bill ultimately failed on the Senate floor.

2. §B 653: 1997
Water Resources — Notification and Review

Yes is the correct vote. Passed by Committee 8-3

The bill was intended to prohibit the Department of the Environment
from authorizing a project or activity ina nontidal wetland or a stream
of the State without notification or review by the Department. The bill
passed the Senate but was killed in the House Environmental Matters
Committee.

3.8380:1097 |
smart Growth” and Neighborhood Conservation —
"Smart Growth” Areas

Yes is the correct vote. Passed by Committee 10-1

This bill was one of several bills making up the Governor's Smart
Growth legislative package. The bill establishes priority funding areas
in the State so as to preserve existing neighborhoods and agricultur-
al, natural, and rural resources and prohibits State agencies from
funding projects that are not in the priority funding areas. An amend-
ed and compromised Smart Growth bill passed the General Assembly
and was signed into law by the Governor.

1, B 167 1998
Environmental Laws — Violations and Enforcement
Yes is the correct vote. Passed by Committee 7-4

The bill would have strengthened civil and criminal penatties for viola-
tions of environmental laws; prohibited a person from tampering,
attempting to tamper, or threatening to tamper with a public water
system; and considered attempts to commit environmental crimes to
be subject to penaities. The bill stalled and died without a vote in the
House Environmental Matters Committee.

5. SB 178: 1998
Water Quality Improvement Act of 1998
Yes is the correct vote. Passed by Committee 7-4

This is the strong Senate version of the legislation to deal with
Maryland's pfiesteria crisis. The most controversial portions required
animal feed to contain phosphorous reducing phytase and required
farmers to have and to comply with specified nutrient management
plans by specified dates. A compromise with the weaker House ver-
sion was passed and signed into law by the Governor.

Senate Economic and
Environmental Affairs
Committee Votes

i 2 3 q 5 Total

41 Blount, Chair  + + + + + 5/5
6 Collins - + + + + 4/5
11 Hollinger + + + + + 5/5
14 McCabe - - + - - 1/5
16 Frosh + + + + + 5/5
22 Pinsky + + + + + 5/5
29 Dyson - - + - - 1/5
34 Craig - - + - - 1/5
38 Stolizfus - + - - - 1/5
43 Conway + + + + + 5/5
46 Sfikas + + + + + 5/5



Senate Judicial Proceedings
(ommittee

1. $B 702: 1997
Property Rights Protection Act of 1997

No is the correct vote. The bill was rejected by the committee 6-5

This bilt was the 1997 attempt to require a "private property taking
impact analysis" to be prepared regarding proposed legislation and
regulations. The bill is a perennial attempt to restrict the ability of
government agencies to enact environmental laws and regulations.

Senate Judicial Proceedings
Committee Votes

2. Override 1997 SB 278 Veto: 1998
VEIP - Voluntary Dynamometer Testing

No is the correct vote. Override passed the committee 7-4
The bill, passed in the 1997 session would have made dynamometer
testing of vehicle emissions voluntary. The Governor vetoed the mea-

sure and this vote was the attempt to override the veto. The veto was
sustained on the Senate floor.

3. $B 568: 1998
Property Rights Protection Act

The correct vote is yes (to an unfavorable report). The Committee
found the bill unfavorable 6-4

This bill was the most recent attempt to require a " private property
taking impact analysis" to be prepared regarding proposed legisla-
tion and regulations. The bill is a perennial attempt to restrict the

ability of government agencies to enact environmental laws and regu-
lation.

. B 104 1998
Agricultural Operations — Nuisance Suits -
Protection Aqainst
No is the correct vote. The bill passed the committee 11-0

The bill was purportedly designed to protect agricultural activities
from nuisance lawsuits. Instead this so-called "right-to-farm" bill
provided expanded protections to industrial farming. An amended
version of the bill ultimately passed and was signed by the Governor.




Senate Floor Votes

1. $B 389: 1997
“Smart Growth” and Neighborhood Conservation
“Smart Growth” Areas

Yes is the correct vote. The bill passed the Senate 41-5, 1 not voting

This bill was one of several bills making up the Governor's Smart
Growth legislative package. The bill establishes priority funding areas
in the State so as to preserve existing neighborhoods and agricuttural,
natural, and rural resources and prohibits State agencies from funding
projects that are notin the priority funding areas. An amended and
compromised Smart Growth bill passed the General Assembly and
was signed into law by the Governor.

2. $B 290: 1997
Environment— Water Appropriation or Use Permits

Yes is the correct vote. The bill passed the Senate 36-8, 3 excused.

The bill attempted to altering State policy concerning the appropria-
tion or use of surface waters and groundwaters requiring the
Department of the Environment to place specified requirements and
conditions on the issuance of a permit to an applicant that intends to
appropriate groundwater in unprecedented quantities. The bill failed
in the House Environmental Matters Committee

. B 324: 1997 _
Department of the Environment-—
Annual Enforcement Reports

Yes is the correct vote. The bill passed the Senate 38-6, 3 excused.

The bill requires the Secretary of the Environment to submit to the
Legislative Policy Committee an annual report on environmental
enforcement activities. The bill was passed by the General Assembly
and signed by the Governor. The first such report was released in late
1997.

5 HB369:1997 -
Incinerators— Authority to Prohibit
Yes is the correct vote. The bill passed the Senate 36-8, 3 not voting.

The bill prohibits the construction and operation of municipal waste
incinerators within 1 mile of public and private elementary and sec-
ondary schools excluding incinerators in operation on January 1,
1997. The bill blocked the proposed replacement for the polluting
Pulaski Incinerator in East Baltimore. The legislation passed both
houses and was signed by the Governor.




5. SB 686: 1997

Toxic Safety Information Act
Yes is the correct vote. The bill was rejected by the Senate 27-20.

As a community right-to-know measure, the bill would have required
industrial users of toxic chemicals to provide information to the
Department of the Environment concerning the amounts and toxicity
of toxic and hazardous substances used in manufacturing processes.

. SB 278: 1997

Vehicle Emissions Inspection Program — Voluntary
Dynamometer Testing

No is the correct vote. The bill passed the Senate 25-21, 1 excused.

The bill would have made dynamometer testing of vehicle emissions
voluntary. The bill passed both houses of the General Assembly but
was vetoed by the Governor. The veto was sustained on the Senate
floor early in the1998 session.

. SB 278: 1998

Veto Vehicle Emissions Inspection Program —
Voluntary Dynamometer Testing

No is the correct vote. The veto was sustained by the Senate 27-20.
The bill would have made dynamometer testing of vehicle emissions
voluntary. The bill passed both houses of the General Assembly but

was vetoed by the Governor. This is the vote to override the gover-
nor's veto.

. 8B 752: 1998

Vehicle Emissions Inspection Program — Exemption
No is the correct vote. The bill failed 29-18.

The bill tried to exempt vehicles driven less than a certain number of
miles per year from the Vehicle Emissions Inspection Program. The
bill was criticized as unworkable and unenforceable and an attempt
to undercut the VEIP program.

9. 5B 178: 1998

Water Quality Improvement Act of 1998
Yes is the correct vote. The bill passed the Senate 32-14, 1 excused.

This is the strong Senate version of the legislation to deal with
Maryland's pfiesteria crisis. The most controversial portions required
animal feed to contain phosphorous reducing phytase and required
farmers to have and to comply with specified nutrient management
plans by specified dates. A compromise with the weaker House ver-
sion was passed and signed into law by the Governor.

10. SB 404 1998

Agricultural Operations— Nuisance Suits—
Protection Against

No is the correct vote. The bill passed the Senate 26-21.

This is the Senate version of the so-called "right-to-farm" bill refat-
ing to the protection of specified agricultural activities from nuisance
lawsuits. The bill, however, conceded protections to large industrial
farm activities beyond mere nuisance.

1. B 467: 1998

Environmental Laws— Violations and Enforcement

Yes is the correct vote. The bill passed the Senate 39-8.

The bill would have strengthened civil and criminal penalties for vio-
lations of environmental laws; prohibited a person from tampering,
attempting to tamper, or threatening to tamper with a public water
system, and considered attempts to commit environmental crimes
to be subject to penalties. The bill stalled and died without a vote in
the House Environmental Matters Committee.

See Senate Floor Vote Chart next page



Senate Votes




Senate Floor Votes
Pliesteria Amendments

Environmentalists and legislators would agree,
the most important environmental votes in 1998 were cast on the
legislation responding to Maryland's pfiesteria crisis. A strong bill,
backed by the Governor, was passed by the Senate Economic and
Environmental Affairs Committee. On the Senate floor, there was a
series of attempts to amend and weaken the bill. Most of the
attempts failed.

A1 Stoltztus Amendment 793305
No is the correct vote. The amendment failed 25-22.

The amendment would have removed a cost-sharing provision calling
for the poultry industry to pay some of the costs for adding phytase,
a phosphorous reducing additive, to chicken feed.

Az. Stoltztus Amendment 523800
No is the correct vote. The amendment failed 27-20

The amendment would have made the addition of phytase to chicken
feed voluntary.

A3. Middleton Amendment 6731041
No is the correct vote. The amendment failed 28-19

The amendment would have made the nutrient management
program addressing pfiesteria voluntary.

Legend

+ Voted with the environment
- Voted against the environment
E Excused absence

A Not votin g
(advantage for environment)

d Not voting
(disadvantage for environment)

* Not a member at time of vote

~ 1991-1994 score reflects votes in
House of Delegates

A Middleton Amendment 6731042
No is the correct vote. The amendment failed 24-22, 1 not voting.

The amendment attempted to weaken provisions calling for assess-
ment teams to assist farmers.

As. Neall Amendment 653307
No is the correct vote. The amendment failed 29-17, 1 not voting.

The amendment attempted to strip all penalties for non-compliance
from the legislation.

A6. Stoltzfus Amendment 51,3507
No is the correct vote. The amendment failed 27-20.

The amendment attempted to remove the cost sharing assigned to
the poultry industry for a pilot project that would transport excess
chicken manure from regions where it is in a surplus.

A7. Middleton Amendment 843501
No is the correct vote. The amendment failed 31-16

The amendment attempted to remaove provisions in the bill relating
to swine production.

A8. Haines Amendment 534,05
No is the correct vote. The amendment failed 28-16, 3 not voting.

The amendment would have made fertilizer chemicals used for air-
plane de-icing illegal. However, this is a federal aviation require-
ment.




House Environmental
Matters Committee

1. HB 760: 1997
Vehicle Emissions Inspection Program
Voluntary Dynamometer Testing

No is the Correct Vote. The bill was passed by the committee 13-7, 1
excused.

The bill would have made dynamometer testing of vehicle emissions
voluntary. The bill passed both houses of the General Assembly but
was vetoed by the Governor. The veto was sustained on the Senate
floor early in the 1998 session.

2. HB 367: 1997
Parents’ and Employees’ Right to Know Pesticide
Applications
Yes is the correct vote. The bill died in the committee 9-8, 4 not voting.

The bill would require a principal of a public school and the operator
or owner of a child care center to provide notice to parents,
guardians, and staff of information regarding pesticide applications
and to place notices of an impending application.

3. HB 319: 1998
(ritical Area — Impervious Surfaces — Exemption
No is the correct vote. The bill failed by a vote of 13-7, 1 not voting.

The bill attempted to weaken some impervious surfaces regulations
under the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Program.

. HB 1108: 1998
Maryland Right to Farm Law

No is the correct vote. The bill failed by a vote of 13-6, 1 not voting,
1 excused.

The bill attempted to expand the types of agricultural operations and
activities that are protected from nuisance suits from neighbors. This
bill also attempted to repeal a requirement that an agricultural oper-
ation be under way for some period of time in order to be protected.
This would have allowed new noxious operations to be protected from
complaints.

5. HB 599: 1998

Water Quality Improvement Act of 1998
No is the correct vote. The bill passed the committee 12-9.

This is the weak House version of the legislation to deal with
Maryland's pfiesteria crisis. The most controversial portions required
animal feed to contain phosphorous reducing phytase and required
farmers to have and to comply with specified nutrient management
plans by specified dates. A compromise with the stronger Senate ver-
sion was passed and signed into law by the Governor.

6. HB 286: 1998

Public Schools — Integrated Pest Management

Yes is the correct vote. The bill passed the committee 12-4, 4 not
voting and 1 excused.

The bill would require notifcation of students and staff prior to pesti-
cide use in elementary schools. It also requires adoption of integrat-
ed pest management systems in all public schools.

. HB 423: 1998

Environmental Permits —
Conveyance — Public Hearing

Yes is the correct vote. The bill failed on a vote of 11-8, 1 not voting,
1 excused.

The bill would have required the Maryland Department of the
Environment to conduct public notice and allow comment for the con-
veyance of specific environmental permits issued by the Department.
Currently permits can be transferred to from one firm to another with-
out a hearing.



House Environmental
Matters Committee

The Story Behind the Score

Ron Guns, Chair,
Environmental Matters Committee

Delegate Guns who chairs the key
environmental committee in the House

of Delegates chooses not to cast his vote
in his committee unless it is absolutely
necessary. As chair, it is his privilege, even
though other House committee chairs vote
routinely. In the House of Delegates,
however, the influence of the chair over
committee matters is quite strong.
Although the chairman'’s votes are not
scored in this chart, the chairman’s
pasition on individual pieces of legislation
is often evident by simply looking

at the outcome of the committee vote.




Montgomery County
Delegation Votes

The Montgomery County House delegation took a
series of votes relating to the controversial Intercounty Connector
(ICC), a superhighway proposed to run across the county roughly
from Rockville to Laurel. Two bills were voted twice. (Delegates whose
districts cross county lines only get half-votes in delegation voting. For
the purposes of this vote chart, all votes count fully.)

Mi. MC-801 Intercounty Connector — Prohibition

Yes is the correct vote. The vote was 10.5 yes, 9.5 no, 1 abstention,
3.5 absent.

This vote occurred on May 20, 1998 on a bill that would prohibit
the ICC.

Mz. MC-812 Intercounty Connector — Park

Yes is the correct vote. The vote was 10.5 yes, 13 no, 1 absent.

This vote occurred on May 20, 1998 on a bill that would potentially
convert state-owned ICC right of way to park land and prohibiting a
highway through it.

M3. MC-801 Intercounty Connector — Prohibition

Yes is the correct vote. The vote was 8.5 yes, 11 no, 1 abstention.

This vote occurred on May 13, 1998 on a bill that would prohibit
the ICC.

My. MC-812 Intercounty Connector — Park

Yes is the correct vote. The vote was 11 yes, 11 no, 2.5 absent.

This vote occurred on May 13, 1998 on a bill that would potentially
convert state-owned ICC right of way to park land and prohibiting a
highway through it.

Montgomery County
Delegation Votes




House Floor Votes

1. HB 760: 1997
Vehicle Emissions Inspection Program—

Voluntary Dynamometer Testing

No is the Correct Vote. The bill passed the House 76-56, 4 not voting,
5 excused

The bill would have made dynamometer testing of vehicle emissions
voluntary. The bill passed both houses of the General Assembly but
was vetoed by the Governor. The veto was sustained on the Senate
floor early in the1998 session.

. 1B 508: 1997
“Smart Growth” Areas— Hubbard Amendment

Yes is the correct vote. The amendment failed 77-48, 14 not voting,
2 excused.

This bill was one of several bills making up the Governor's Smart
Growth legislative package. The bill establishes priority funding areas
in the State and prohibits State agencies from funding projects that
are notin the priority funding areas. However transportation projects
were exempted in the House bill. This floor amendment attempted to
close the loophole. An amended and compromised Smart Growth bill
passed the General Assembly and was signed into law by the
Governor.

. HB 508: 1997
“Smart Growth” Areas— (lagett Amendment

Yes is the correct vote. The amendment failed 77-48, 14 not voting,
2 excused

This bill was one of several bills making up the Governor's Smart
Growth legislative package. The bill establishes priority funding areas
in the State and prohibits State agencies from funding projects that
are not in the priority funding areas. The House bill gave wide
latitude to local jurisdictions, and this amendment would have given
the state a final say in setting priority areas. An amended and com-
promised Smart Growth bill passed the General Assembly and was
signed into law by the Governor.

. HB 508: 1997
“Smart Growth” Areas— Bobo Amendment

Yes is the correct vote. The amendment failed 75-56, 8 not voting,
2 excused

This bill was one of several bills making up the Governor's Smart
Growth legistative package. The bill establishes priority funding areas
in the State and prohibits State agencies from funding projects that
are not in the priority funding areas. This amendment was an attempt
to tighten the criteria by which the priority areas could be selected.,
An amended and compromised Smart Growth bill passed the General
Assembly and was signed into law by the Governor.

5. HB 599: 1998
Water Quality Improvement Act of 1998

No is the correct vote. The bill passed the House 86-52, 1 not voting,
2 excused

This is the weak House version of the legislation to deal with
Maryland's pfiesteria crisis. The most controversial portions required
animal feed to contain phosphorous reducing phytase and required
farmers to have and to comply with specified nutrient management
plans by specified dates. A compromise with the stronger Senate
version was passed and signed into law by the Governor.

6. HB 286: 1998

Public Schools— Integrated Pest Management

Yes is the correct vote. The bill passed the House 131-4, 4 not voting
and 2 excused.

The bill would require notification of students and staff prior to pesti-
cide use in elementary schools. It also requires adoption of integrat-
ed pest management systems in all public schools.

See House Floor Vote Chart next page
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House \li} (2

Legend

+ Voted with the environment

= Voted against the
environment

E Excused absence

A Not vo ting
(advantage for environment)

a Not voting
(disadvantage for environment)

* Not a member at time of vote

~ 1991-1994 score reflects votes
in House of Delegates
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Legend

+ Voted with the environment

- Voted against the
environment

E Excused absence

A ot votin g
(advantage for environment)

a Not voting
(disadvantage for environment)

* Not a member at time of vote

~ 1991-1994 score reflects votes
in House of Delegates







