February 6, 2008

Testimony on HB 47 - Income Tax - Credit for Low Impact Developm ent
Position: Favorable with Amendments
Ways and Means Committee

Environment Maryland and the Maryland League of Conservation Voters support HB
47, which would create a tax credit for developers utilizing low impact design
techniques. Polluted runoff from development — commonly known as stormwater — is a
serious and significant source of pollution to our rivers and the Chesapeake Bay. We
do, however, recommend amending HB 47 to apply only to redevelopment, both to
lower the cost of the legislation and to more effectively fill the void in our stormwater
regulatory system.

Stormwater is a quickly growing and very costly source of the pollution in the bay each
year. Stormwater runoff carries a variety of pollutants from the atmosphere, fertilizers,
animal wastes, and leakage and wear from vehicles. Common pollutants include
nitrogen, phosphorous, sediment, bacteria, insecticides, herbicides, and metals such as
copper, lead, and zinc. Currently approximately 10% of the nitrogen and 15% of the
phosphorous, the two pollutants that contribute to the dead zone in the bay each
summer, comes from stormwater, and that percent grows with every new development
that is built. Failing stormwater mechanisms also harm local rivers and streams.
Rooftops and parking lots speed rainwater away from developments and into sensitive
creeks, causing downstream flooding and erosion problems and increasing the quantity
of sediment and other pollutants in the waterways.

Low impact design techniques help keep water on-site, filtering out pollutants and
allowing rainfall to recharge back into the ground. These techniques can reduce or
eliminate the impact of development on water quality. Currently, the Maryland
Department of the Environment encourages the use of low impact design techniques,
but they are not required. Legislation passed last year would require these techniques
for all new development, but would not apply to redevelopment, which is regulated
differently. HB 47 can fill that void by providing an incentive for developers to use low
impact design in infill and redevelopment.

Environment Maryland and the Maryland League of Conservation Voters support HB
47, and would recommend amending the bill to apply solely to redevelopment.



