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Press Statement -- House of Delegates Passes Bay Trust Fund
For Immediate Release: November 15, 2007                                                             

Contact: Dawn Stoltzfus, dstoltzfus@mdlcv.org, office: 410-280-9855, cell: 410-562-5655

(ANNAPOLIS, Md.) – In response to today's vote in Maryland’s House of Delegates of 102 to 31 passing the “Chesapeake Bay 2010 Trust Fund,” Maryland League of Conservation Voters Executive Director Cindy Schwartz released the following statement: 
 
We commend the House of Delegates, in particular Environmental Matters Chairwoman Maggie McIntosh, for passing this long-needed bill to dedicate funding to clean up our polluted Chesapeake Bay and waterways. As Maryland's “scorekeeper for the environment,” we are especially pleased to note that this was a bi-partisan vote. At a time when difficult issues can cause partisan divides we are encouraged to see elected officials unite to protect our waters.
 
Maryland is a state whose residents place a high value on our natural resources, including the Chesapeake Bay. Polls show overwhelming support for a dedicated Chesapeake Bay Fund, and from what we’ve heard, legislators’ offices have been flooded with calls, letters, and emails urging them to pass the Bay Fund. 
 
If we as citizens are asked make sacrifices, we better get something for our investment. So it is fitting that as Governor O’Malley and the General Assembly came to Annapolis to address our structural deficit, they took advantage of this opportunity to address our environmental deficit. Cleaning up the Bay is something our legislators can be proud of when they go home to their districts. 
 
Strong support -- including some very helpful amendments to the bill -- from Governor O’Malley, DNR Secretary Griffin, and MDE Secretary Wilson have been a major boost for the Bay Fund. Elections do make a difference. In 2006 Marylanders cast their votes for a “conservation majority,” and this Bay Trust Fund is a concrete example of our elected officials showing leadership when it comes to protecting our air, land, and water.
 
We eagerly await a final and intact Bay Trust Fund, one that we strongly hope will include the House’s funding recommendations and not the Senate’s funding, which would divert money from Program Open Space. Maryland’s Chesapeake Bay and its waters are in desperate need of clean-up, but raiding money already set aside for land conservation in a program that’s worked since 1969 is not the right option. 
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