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LEAGUE OF CONSERVATION VOTERS RELEASE 2009 SCORECARD 

MARYLAND AN ENVIRONMENTAL LEADER IN CONGRESS 

 You can view the entire scorecard at www.lcv.org/scorecard. 

ANNAPOLIS MD (February 22, 2010) – The League of Conservation Voters, which works to turn 

environmental values into national priorities, today released the 2010 National Environmental 

Scorecard. For over 30 years, the non-partisan National Environmental Scorecard from LCV has been 

the nationally accepted yardstick used to rate Members of Congress on conservation and energy issues.  

This document provides objective, factual information about the most important environmental 

legislation considered and the corresponding voting records of all members of the first session of the 

111th Congress. As you'll see, the Maryland congressional delegation was given numerous opportunities 

to cast votes vital to our energy future, as well as clean air and water, public lands conservation and 

other key environmental initiatives. 

“We are proud of the impressive performance of the Maryland delegation said Cindy Schwartz, 

Executive Director of the Maryland LCV. ‘It truly reflects the values and priorities of Marylanders who 

demand strong leadership in solving our energy crises, fighting climate change, and preserving our open 

spaces. Hundreds of miles of coastline make Maryland especially vulnerable to the effects of climate 

change.  In response, most of our leaders in Washington, D.C. have consistently advocated for 

Chesapeake Bay funding in the farm bill, reducing our dependence on foreign oil, and creating new jobs 

in the emerging clean energy industries “We are proud of the work the national league is doing and glad 

to play our role of getting environmental-minded legislators elected here in Maryland.”    

With the exception of Rep. Roscoe Bartlett, who received a 14 percent this year, Maryland’s delegation 
earned high scores as they continued their efforts to combat climate change and end our nation’s 
addiction to oil.  The average Maryland Senate score was 100 percent, and the average Maryland House 
score was 83 percent--both well above the national average.  For the full list of scores, see the bottom of 
this release. 
 



  
 
 
 
2009 Scorecard Stats 

 

• In 2009, 51 US Senators earned a perfect 100% score, more perfect scores than the past three 
years combined. 

 

• In the US House, there were 140 members who earned a perfect 100% score in 2009, almost 
three times the average for the past five years.  

 

• On the other extreme, in 2009 11 US Senators earned scores of 0% as did 81 representatives, 
meaning they voted against the environment, public health, and clean energy at every 
opportunity.  

 

• The average US House score in 2009 was 60%. In 2008 the average US House score was 56%. 
 

• The average US Senate score in 2009 was 64%. In 2008, the average US Senate score was 57%. 
 

The 2009 LCV Scorecard illustrates the extent to which the Obama administration and the 111th 

Congress began to move our nation towards a new energy future that will create new jobs, make 

America more energy independent and curb global warming pollution.  

In the most sweeping accomplishment -- not just of 2009 but perhaps in a generation -- the House of 
Representatives passed the landmark American Clean Energy and Security Act in June by a bipartisan 
vote of 219-212.  This vote marked the first time that comprehensive clean energy and climate 
legislation passed either chamber of Congress.  The House-passed bill, while not perfect, would reduce 
global warming pollution by 17% by 2020 and 83% by 2050 and included complementary clean energy 
measures to help meet those emissions reductions. But equally important, with our economy struggling, 
the American Clean Energy and Security Act would help create 1.7 million new clean energy jobs, 
including 26,605 jobs in Maryland. From converting shuttered factories to produce wind turbines to 
retrofitting our homes and businesses for energy efficiency, these are good-paying jobs that can never be 
outsourced. 
 
Given the scope, magnitude and urgency of addressing the climate crisis and building a clean energy 
economy, LCV has taken the extraordinary step of double scoring the House vote on final passage of the 
American Clean Energy and Security Act.  The Senate has not acted on the American Clean Energy and 
Security Act., but fortunately, in the fall of 2009, the Senate Environment & Public Works Committee 
passed a comprehensive bill, and Senators Kerry, Graham, and Lieberman have undertaken a tri-partisan 
effort to pass a bill in 2010.  
 
Prior to passage of the historic House bill, though, Congress had already begun to make great progress 
as the Obama administration worked with both chambers to enact the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act. The legislation included the single largest investment in clean energy in history – 
more than $80 billion for energy efficiency, renewable energy, public transit, high-speed rail and clean 
energy jobs. 
 



In addition to making progress on clean energy and global warming, the 111th Congress also made 
important strides on other key issues, perhaps most notably on public lands.  Both the House and Senate 
passed an  
Omnibus Public Lands bill to protect more than 2 million acres of pristine lands across the country. 
Other key issues included in the 2009 Scorecard cover clean water and water supply issues, forest 
management,  offshore drilling, wildlife conservation at home and abroad, chemical security and 
population. 
 
The majority of the 11 Senate and 13 House votes included in the 2009 Scorecard reflect progress on a 
range of energy, environmental, and public health issues.  
 
However, also apparent in the 2009 Scorecard is the fact that there is far more work to be done. The 
good news is that the policies needed to build a clean energy economy that puts Americans back to work 
are the same policies that reduce our dependence on foreign oil and protect the planet for future 
generations. 
 
LCV has published a National Environmental Scorecard every Congress since 1970, the year it was 

founded by leaders of the environmental movement following the first Earth Day. This Scorecard 

represents the consensus of experts from about 20 respected environmental and conservation 

organizations who selected the key votes on which members of Congress should be graded. Except in 

rare circumstances, the Scorecard excludes consensus action on the environment and issues on which no 

recorded votes occurred. 

 

 

Maryland Senate Delegation – 2009 League of Conservation Voters Scores: 
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Senator 

Cardin (D ) 100 96 90 + + + + + + + + + + + 

Senator 

Mikulski (D ) 100 92 83 + + + + + + + + + + + 

 

Senate 2009 Vote Descriptions: 
 

1. Clean Energy Recovery 

The Obama administration and Congress quickly took steps to address the nation’s economic crisis early in 2009. 

As job losses mounted, numerous proposals circulated as to how best to stimulate the economy, repositioning 



the United States for sustainable economic growth. Investing in clean energy research, development and 

deployment can solidify America’s status as an economic power while creating jobs, improving our national 

security and protecting the planet. 

 

In February, the Senate took up H.R. 1, The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. The 

$787 billion package included nearly $80 billion in clean-energy investments, by far the largest down payment in 

renewable technology in American history. Included in this funding were resources to rebuild the national 

electricity grid to promote efficiency and accommodate next-generation technology, tax credits for clean energy 

businesses, weatherization of low-income homes and investments in cleaner transportation like high-speed rail. 

Together, these investments would preserve 390,000 jobs and reduce oil consumption by 15 million barrels of 

oil per year. 

 

On February 13, the Senate passed the H.R. 1 conference report by a vote of 60-38 (Senate roll call vote 64). YES 

IS THE PRO-ENVIRONMENT VOTE. The House passed the conference report on the same day, and the President 

signed the bill into law on February 17. 

 

2. Public Lands Protection 

The Omnibus Public Land Management Act, considered one of the most important public land conservation 

measures in decades, designated more than 2 million acres of public lands as wilderness in nine states and 

established three new national park units, a new national monument, three new national conservation areas, 

more than 1,000 miles of national wild and scenic rivers and four new national trails. The Act enlarged the 

boundaries of more than a dozen existing national park units and established ten new national heritage areas. It 

also formally established the National Landscape Conservation System, containing millions of acres of 

wilderness, monuments and conservation areas that are managed by the Bureau of Land Management. 

 

The Omnibus Public Land Management Act also authorized numerous land exchanges and conveyances to help 

Western communities, addressed water resource and supply issues and launched programs to study the effects 

of climate change on natural resources. A provision not supported by the conservation community was a 

measure that may permit a road within the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska. 

 

On January 11, in its first vote of the session, the Senate invoked cloture on the public lands bill by a vote of 66-

12 (Senate roll call vote 1). YES IS THE PRO-ENVIRONMENT VOTE. The House passed 

H.R. 146 on March 25th and the President signed the bill into law on March 30. 

 

3. Budget 

When the President’s annual budget is submitted, typically in February, Congress begins to develop its own 

budget plan that reflects its spending priorities. The federal budget resolution sets funding levels for the next 

fiscal year and sets forth budget totals for the next five years. 

 

Because the budget resolution determines the spending authority of Senate appropriations committees, the 

federal budget is a powerful tool for establishing national policy priorities. Programs that protect our air, water, 

climate, wildlife, parks, forest, refuges and other public lands fall under the Interior-Environment Appropriations 

Subcommittee. 

 

S. Con Res 13 marks the third year of reversing cuts to many important environmental and conservation 

programs that occurred for nearly a decade. The budget agreement increases investments in a clean energy 

economy, supporting a healthier environment and paving the way for comprehensive climate legislation this 

year. The concurrent resolution allows for up to $1.086 trillion in non-emergency discretionary spending for 

fiscal 2010. It also creates a deficit-neutral reserve fund for climate change legislation. 

 



As a concurrent resolution the bill does not need the President’s signature. On April 29, the Senate passed S. 

Con. Res. 13, by a vote of 53-43 (Senate roll call vote 173). The House approved this resolution that same day, 

setting the congressional budget for fiscal year 2010. YES IS THE PRO ENVIRONMENT VOTE. 

 

4. Environmental Funding 

The Interior-Environment appropriations bill allocates yearly funding for many federal environment and natural 

resource programs that protect our public lands, wildlife, air and water and safeguard communities from toxic 

pollution. In addition, as the nation increasingly grapples with the need to address climate change and its 

impacts, the Interior-Environment appropriations bill has become an important vehicle for making advances on 

this critical front. 

 

H.R. 2996, the FY 2010 bill as passed by the Senate, while not perfect, continues to take important strides in 

reviving programs devastated by years of starvation budgets, providing a total of $32.1 billion, $4.5 billion (16%) 

over the FY 2009 level. The bill provided significant funding in a number of areas including $3.63 billion for clean 

drinking water and wastewater; $478 million to protect great bodies of water such as the Great Lakes and 

Chesapeake Bay; $419 million for the Land and Water Conservation Fund and Forest Legacy; and significant 

increases for wildlife conservation and to bolster management of our national forests, wildlife refuges, parks, 

monuments and other public lands. 

 

In addition, the Federal Land Assistance, Management and Enhancement (FLAME) Act of 

2009 was added as an amendment to the bill on the Senate floor, intended to help create a dedicated, steady 

and predictable funding stream for wildfire suppression activities and to alleviate the pressure from fire fighting 

activities on regular agency budgets. 

 

On June 26, H. R. 2996 passed the Senate by a vote of 77-21 (Senate roll call vote 298). YES IS THE PRO-

ENVIRONMENT VOTE. The conference report on the Interior-Environment appropriations bill was passed by 

both chambers and signed into law by the President on October 30. 

 

5. National Security & Climate Change 

Defense experts have begun to focus on the national security implications of climate change. In 

2008, the National Intelligence Council, which produces government-wide intelligence analyses, finished the first 

assessment of the national security implications of climate change. It concluded that climate change by itself 

would have significant geopolitical impacts around the world and would contribute to a host of problems, 

including poverty, environmental degradation and the weakening of national governments. 

 

On September 25, the President announced the creation of a new office in the Central Intelligence 

Agency to study the future implications of climate change: the Center on Climate Change and National Security. 

This group within the CIA will assess the national security implications of increased competition for resources, 

population shifts, water shortages, changes in crop yields, and the spread of climate-sensitive diseases such as 

malaria. 

 

On October 6, Senator John Barrasso (R-WY) offered an amendment to the FY 2010 Defense appropriations bill 

to eliminate funding for this office. The amendment failed on a vote of 38-60 

(Senate roll call vote 307). NO IS THE PRO-ENVIRONMENT VOTE. 

 

6. Defunding Environment & Energy Staff 

Given the urgent need to bring about a new energy future and reduce global warming pollution, 

President Obama created the position of Assistant to the President for Energy and Climate Change. The 

President has directed her to coordinate the work of multiple Cabinet level agencies on climate change and the 

creation of clean energy and clean energy jobs that are essential for long-term economic growth. Her power and 

influence relies primarily on persuasion and in communicating to the federal agencies decisions of the President. 



 

The amendment to the Interior-Environment appropriations bill by Senator David Vitter (RLA) would cut off 

funding for any action that an agency directed by the Assistant to the President for Energy and Climate Change 

undertook. The goal was to weaken the President’s energy and climate advisor and throw into question the 

legality of the implementation of the President’s energy and climate agenda. 

 

Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) offered an amendment to table the Vitter amendment. On 

September 24, the amendment passed 57-41 (Senate roll call vote 295). YES IS THE PRO-ENVIRONMENT VOTE. 

 

7. Polar Bear Protections & Global Warming 

The FY 2009 Omnibus appropriations bill (H.R. 1105), included a provision, Section 429, that would allow the 

Obama administration to quickly withdraw two damaging regulations proposed near the end of the Bush 

administration that would weaken implementation of the Endangered 

Species Act and harm the imperiled polar bear. Neither of these rules underwent sufficient public process or 

opportunity for comment. 

 

The first of these rules would allow federal agencies to decide on their own if their actions would harm a 

threatened or endangered species. Many of these agencies do not have scientists or other staff qualified to 

make such a determination. This rule was intended to disallow consideration of the impact of greenhouse gas 

emissions on polar bears or other wildlife affected by global warming, as well as limit protection of all listed 

species and critical habitat from a host of indirect effects resulting from federal actions, permits or funding 

decisions. 

 

The second of the rules would effectively ensure that the polar bear receives no additional protection by being 

listed under the ESA. Although the Bush administration was unable to avoid listing the polar bear in the face of 

overwhelming scientific evidence that the species faces extinction in the United States by mid-century because 

of global warming, it instead quickly endeavored to ensure that the listing would have no real effect. 

 

Senator Murkowski (R-AK) offered an amendment to the Omnibus appropriations bill that would have delayed 

replacement of the flawed rules under the pretext of providing opportunity for public comment. On March 5, 

the Murkowski amendment was rejected by a vote of 42-52 (Senate roll call vote 82). NO IS THE PRO-

ENVIRONMENT VOTE. The President signed the Omnibus appropriations bill into law on March 11 with Section 

429 intact. 

 

8. Water Resources 

The Bay-Delta Estuary is the largest estuary on the West Coast. It is an ecosystem that supports an important 

array of species including listed salmon, steelhead, sturgeon, and smelt populations. 

In recent years, the Delta ecosystem has been on the verge of collapse. Water diversions from the 

Delta have depressed salmon numbers and resulted in the closure of the salmon fishery for the last two years. 

This has caused an economic disaster along hundreds of miles of the Pacific Coast, with estimated losses in 

California of $2.8 billion and 23,000 jobs in the commercial and recreational fishing industries in 2008 and 2009. 

 

During consideration of FY 2010 Interior-Environment appropriations bill, Senator James 

DeMint (R-SC) introduced an amendment to instruct the Senate Appropriations Committee to prohibit funding 

for court-mandated protections, or a biological opinion, for the California Bay 

Delta Estuary and for the threatened and endangered species that depend on the estuary. The amendment 

would have also threatened thousands of fishing jobs. 

 

Implementation of these protections is critical to restoring the health of the Bay Delta ecosystem and sustaining 

California’s sport and commercial salmon fishery. The biological opinion is the result of several years of 

consultation with state and federal agencies and has undergone two separate peer review studies. 



 

On September 22, Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) offered a motion to table the DeMint amendment. 

The motion was passed by a vote of 61-36 (Senate roll call vote 292). YES IS THE PRO -ENV IRONMEN T VO TE. 

 

9. Offshore Drilling 

By renewing each year a Congressional moratorium on new drilling in the Outer Continental 

Shelf (OCS), Congress had protected for more than 25 years our sensitive coastal waters of the Atlantic, Pacific 

and eastern Gulf of Mexico from offshore oil and gas exploration and development. That moratorium expired in 

2008, and the Bush Administration issued a new five-year plan to govern leasing and development in these 

areas. When President Obama took office in 

2009, Secretary Salazar issued a “time out” on new drilling and suspended the Bush OCS program to allow the 

new administration to evaluate future options for offshore energy development. 

 

On September 23, during consideration of the FY 2010 Interior-Environment appropriations bill, Senator David 

Vitter (R-LA) offered a motion to recommit the bill to the Senate Appropriations 

Committee with instructions that it be reported back immediately with an amendment that would bar the use of 

funds in the bill to delay the Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program. Senator Vitter was attempting 

to end the suspension imposed by the Obama administration and have the Bush drilling plan reinstated. Senator 

Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) introduced a motion to table the Vitter amendment, which prevailed by a vote of 56-42 

(Senate roll call vote 

293). YES IS THE PRO-ENVIRONMENT VOTE. 

 

10. Land and Water Conservation Fund 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund is used by land management agencies to protect recreational access, 

natural resources and cultural heritage sites. 

 

During consideration of the Interior-Environment appropriations bill Senator Tom Coburn 

(R-OK) offered an amendment that would have taken funding for land acquisition under the 

Land and Water Conservation Fund and authorized it for operations, maintenance, and repair or rehabilitation 

projects for constructed assets. Had this amendment passed, the Land and Water 

Conservation Fund would effectively have been raided for the foreseeable future to give priority to construction 

projects. Construction was not the original intent of the 1965 law establishing this fund, which stated that 

offshore development royalties be used to acquire new lands – an asset for an asset. Because of the sheer 

number of operations and maintenance projects in the agency pipelines, the Land and Water Conservation Fund 

might not have received any land acquisition money at all and this important program would cease to exist as 

we currently know it. 

 

On September 24, Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) offered a motion to table the Coburn amendment, which 

passed by a vote of 79-19 (Senate roll call vote 297). YES IS THE PRO-ENVIRONMENT VOTE. 

 

11. Population 

By allowing women to plan the size of their families, voluntary family-planning programs also help conserve 

natural resources in areas where expanding human numbers threaten biodiversity and endangered species and 

help to reduce human vulnerability to the effects of climate change. Since the mid-1990s, family-planning 

opponents have cut U.S. funding for these programs by arguing, in part, that the money funds abortion. In fact, 

the use of U.S. foreign assistance to fund abortion has been prohibited since 1973. 

 

On his third full day in office, President Obama rescinded Bush administration restrictions that prohibited U.S. 

assistance for foreign nongovernmental organizations that use funding from any other source to: 1) perform 

abortion in cases other than a threat to the life of the woman, rape, or incest; 2) provide counseling and referral 

for abortion; or 3) lobby to make abortion legal or more available in their own country. 



 

The Bush administration’s gag rule had forced clinics in Ethiopia, Kenya, Zambia and Ghana to close down. The 

rule has also cut off many family-planning organizations from contraceptive supplies and impeded efforts to 

reduce unintended pregnancies and abortion and to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS. 

 

During debate on an unrelated State Children’s Health Insurance Program reauthorization bill, 

Senator Mel Martinez (R-FL) offered an amendment to restore the Bush administration’s policy by nullifying 

President Obama’s January 23 presidential memorandum and by prohibiting U.S. family planning assistance to 

“any private, nongovernmental, or multilateral organization that performs or actively promotes abortion as a 

method of birth control.” 

 

On January 28, the Senate rejected the Martinez amendment by a 37-60 vote (Senate roll call vote 19). NO IS 

THE PRO-ENVIRONMENT VOTE. 
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Kratovil (D ) 79   79 + + + + - - + + + - + + + + 

Ruppersberger (D ) 86 85 85 + + + + + + + + + - + - + + 

Sarbanes (D ) 100 91 94 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Edwards, D. (D ) 100 100 100 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Hoyer (D ) 86 91 77 + + + + + + + + + - + X + + 

Bartlett (R ) 14 33 21 - - - - - - - - - - + - + - 

Cummings (D ) 100 94 93 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Van Hollen (D ) 100 97 99 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

    Double             

    Score             

 

House 2009 Vote Descriptions: 

 
1 & 2. Climate Change & Clean Energy 

The generational challenge of addressing global warming only grows in importance. Additionally, 

America faces a deepening energy crisis predicated on our growing demand for fossil fuels and our dependence 

on the hostile foreign nations that provide them. Absent a drastic change in the way the world uses energy, we 

will soon reach a tipping point from which we will not be able to reverse the course of catastrophic climate 

change. We have already witnessed the onset of these effects, including increases in hurricane intensity, storm 

frequency, and sea-level rise that threaten coastal communities. In 2009, an increased pro-environment 



majority in the House of Representatives and the leadership of the Obama administration led to historic 

progress in the fight to stop global warming. 

 

In the spring, Representatives Henry Waxman (D-CA) and Ed Markey (D-MA) introduced H.R. 

2454, the American Clean Energy and Security (ACES) Act. H.R. 2454 would reduce global warming pollution 17% 

from 2005 levels by 2020 and 83% by 2050. Additionally, it would mandate that 20% of American electricity 

consumption come from clean, renewable sources like solar and wind power, with a portion coming from gains 

in efficiency, by 2020. Multiple analyses showed that ACES, when paired with unprecedented clean energy 

investments in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, would create nearly 2 million jobs, re-energizing 

our economy and making America a global leader in developing the next generation of clean energy 

technologies. 

 

On June 26, after months of negotiations, the House voted to adopt the American Clean Energy and Security Act 

by a vote of 219-212 (House roll call vote 477). YES IS THE PRO-ENVIRONMENT VOTE. The Senate did not bring 

companion legislation to the floor during 2009. 

 

H.R. 2454 marked the first time either House of Congress passed a bill to institute an economy wide cap on 

greenhouse gas emissions. Because of the historic nature of this legislation, LCV has made the decision to 

double-score the vote, a rarely-used practice employed only for landmark bills. 

 

3. Clean Energy Recovery 

The Obama administration and Congress quickly took steps to address the nation’s economic crisis early in 2009. 

As job losses mounted, numerous proposals circulated regarding how best to stimulate the economy 

repositioning the United States for sustainable economic growth. Investing in clean-energy research, 

development and deployment can solidify America’s status as an economic power while creating jobs, improving 

our national security and protecting our planet. 

 

In January, the House took up H.R. 1, The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. The $787 billion package 

included nearly $80 billion in clean-energy investments, by far the largest down payment on renewable 

technology in American history. Included in this funding were resources to rebuild the national electricity grid to 

promote efficiency and accommodate next-generation technology, tax credits for clean-energy businesses, 

weatherization of low-income homes and investments in cleaner transportation like high-speed rail. Together, 

these investments will preserve 

390,000 jobs and reduce oil consumption by 15 million barrels of oil per year. 

 

On February 13, the House approved the H.R. 1 conference report by a vote of 246-183 (House roll call vote 70). 

YES IS THE PRO-ENVIRONMENT VOTE. The Senate passed the conference report the same day, and the President 

signed the bill into law on February 17. 

 

4. Public Lands Protection 

The Omnibus Public Land Management Act, considered one of the most important public land conservation 

measures in decades, designated more than 2 million acres of public lands as wilderness in nine states and 

established three new national park units, a new national monument, three new national conservation areas, 

more than 1,000 miles of national wild and scenic rivers, and four new national trails. The Act enlarged the 

boundaries of more than a dozen existing national park units and established ten new national heritage areas. It 

also formally established the National Landscape Conservation System, containing millions of acres of 

wilderness, monuments and conservation areas that are managed by the Bureau of Land Management. 

 

The Omnibus Public Land Management Act also authorized numerous land exchanges and conveyances to help 

Western communities, addressed water resource and supply issues, and launched programs to study the effects 



of climate change on natural resources. A provision not supported by the conservation community was a 

measure that may permit a road within the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska. 

 

On March 25, the House passed the bill 285-140 (House roll call vote 153). YES IS THE PRO-ENVIRONMENT VOTE. 

This followed Senate passage of H.R. 146 on March 19, and the President signed the bill into law on March 30. 

 

5. Budget 

When the President’s annual budget is submitted, typically in February, Congress begins to develop its own 

budget plan that reflects its spending priorities. The federal budget resolution sets funding levels for the next 

fiscal year and sets forth budget totals for the next five years. 

Because the budget resolution determines the spending authority of the House Appropriations 

Committee, the federal budget is a powerful tool for establishing national policy priorities. Programs that 

protect our air, water, climate, wildlife, parks, forest, refuges and other public lands fall under the Interior-

Environment Appropriation Subcommittee. 

 

S. Con Res 13 marks the third year of reversing cuts to many important environmental and conservation 

programs that occurred for nearly a decade. The budget agreement increases investments in a clean energy 

economy, supporting a healthier environment and paving the way for comprehensive climate legislation this 

year. The concurrent resolution allows for up to $1.086 trillion in non-emergency discretionary spending for FY 

2010. It also creates a deficit-neutral reserve fund for climate change legislation. 

 

As a concurrent resolution the bill does not need the President’s signature. On April 29, the 

House passed S. Con Res 13 by a vote of 233-193 (House roll call vote 216). That same day the 

Senate approved S. Con Res 13, setting the congressional budget for fiscal year 2010. YES IS THE PRO-

ENVIRONMENT VOTE. 

 

6. Environmental Funding 

The Interior-Environment appropriations bill allocates yearly funding for many federal environment and natural 

resource programs that protect our public lands, wildlife, air and water and safeguard communities from toxic 

pollution. In addition, the Interior-Environment appropriations bill has become an important vehicle for making 

advances in addressing climate change. 

 

H.R. 2996, the FY 2010 bill as passed by the House, continues to make significant progress in reviving programs 

devastated by many years of starvation budgets, providing a total of $32.3 billion, $4.7 billion (17%) more than 

the FY 2009 level. The bill provided significant funding in a number of areas including $420 million for global 

climate change; $3.9 billion for clean drinking water and wastewater; $667 million to protect great bodies of 

water such as the Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay; $1.5 billion to clean up dangerous toxic waste; $383 million 

for the Land and Water Conservation Fund and Forest Legacy; and significant increases for wildlife conservation 

and for the operations of our national forests, wildlife refuges, parks, monuments and other public lands. 

 

In addition, the report accompanying the bill included constructive direction for developing a comprehensive 

national strategy to assist fish, wildlife and ecosystems in adapting to global warming; for ensuring sustainable 

populations of fish and wildlife as renewable energy development is expanded; and for defining national 

strategies and goals for land acquisition consistent with agency missions and responding to climate change. 

 

On June 26, H.R. 2996 passed by a vote of 254-173 (House roll call vote 475). YES IS THE PRO-ENVIRONMENT 

VOTE. The conference report on the Interior-Environment appropriations bill was passed by both chambers and 

signed into law by the President on October 30. 

 

7. Defunding Environment & Energy Staff 



The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) coordinates federal environmental efforts working closely with 

agencies and other White House offices in the development of environmental policies and initiatives. 

 

In addition, the President created a new position, Assistant to the President for Energy and 

Climate Change, and directed her to coordinate environmental, energy, climate, transport, and related matters 

for the federal government. Representative Paul Broun (R-GA) offered an amendment to cut off salaries for the 

Assistant to the President for Energy and Climate Change and her deputy as well as all the employees of the 

Council on Environmental Quality. The goal of defunding these positions was to weaken the Obama 

administration’s efforts to address climate change and transition to clean energy sources. 

 

On July 16, Broun’s amendment, offered to the FY 2010 Financial Services appropriations bill, failed 149-282 

(House roll call vote 558). NO IS THE PRO-ENVIRONMENT VOTE. 

 

8. Greening Schools 

The Government Accountability Office (GAO) reports that 25,000 public schools need extensive repair and 

replacement, and that it will take $112 billion to bring existing buildings into conformity with minimum building 

standards. The GAO has also concluded that the air is unfit to breathe in nearly 15,000 public schools. As we 

improve our nation’s schools we have an unprecedented opportunity to ensure they are green, energy-efficient 

school buildings that will provide multiple benefits for the American taxpayers, our teachers and, most 

importantly, our children. 

 

The 21st Century Green High Performing Public School Facilities Act (H.R. 2187), sponsored by Representative 

Ben Chandler (D-KY), authorizes $6.4 billion for school renovation and modernization projects from FY 2010 

through FY 2015. The bill would authorize an additional $100 million each of these years for supplemental grants 

for school districts in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama that were affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. H.R. 

2187 would require that school districts direct an increasing percentage of funds received to projects consistent 

with identified green building rating systems or Energy Star, starting with half of such funds in 2010 and reaching 

100% by 2015. 

 

On May 14, the House voted 275-155 in favor of H.R. 2187 (House roll call vote 259). YES IS THE PRO-

ENVIRONMENT VOTE. The Senate did not act on companion legislation in 2009. 

 

9. Clean Water Funding 

Our nation’s aging water infrastructure is in need of immediate improvement--cities and states across the 

country are trying to cope with sewer overflows that often contain toxins and other pollutants, including 

microbial pathogens that threaten the public’s health. 

 

The Clean Water State Revolving Fund is intended to help address that need by providing loans to improve our 

nations water quality through water-infrastructure improvement projects. Specifically, this program helps local 

communities meet water quality standards, protects public health and helps ensure continued progress in 

restoring the health and safety of America’s waters by replacing old and decaying pipelines and other water 

infrastructure. 

 

H.R. 1262, the Water Quality Investment Act of 2009, would fill the approximately $3.2 billion to $11.1 billion 

annual gap that exists between wastewater infrastructure needs and current funding through an investment of 

$13.8 billion in federal grants over five years. In addition, it would provide $150 million a year through 2014 to 

the Great Lakes Legacy Act, a program specifically designed to address sediment contamination in the Great 

Lakes. This legislation would also require timely notification of the public when sewer overflows occur. 

 

On March 12, the House passed this important legislation by a vote of 317-101 (House roll call vote 

123). YES IS THE PRO-ENVIRONMENT VOTE. The Senate did not act on companion legislation in 2009. 



 

10. Water Resources 

The Bay-Delta Estuary is the largest estuary on the West Coast. It is an ecosystem that supports an important 

array of species including listed salmon, steelhead, sturgeon and smelt populations. 

In recent years, the Delta ecosystem has been on the verge of collapse. Water diversions from the 

Delta have depressed salmon numbers and resulted in the closure of the salmon fishery for the last two years. 

This has caused an economic disaster along hundreds of miles of the Pacific Coast, with estimated losses in 

California of $2.8 billion and 23,000 jobs in the commercial and recreational fishing industries in 2008 and 2009. 

 

During consideration of H.R. 2847, the FY 2010 Commerce-Justice-Science appropriation bill, Representative 

Devin Nunes (R-CA) offered an amendment which would have prohibited funding of a biological opinion, or 

court-mandated protections, for the San Francisco Bay-Delta 

Estuary and for the threatened and endangered species that depend on the estuary. The amendment would 

have also threatened thousands of fishing jobs. Implementation of these protections is critical to restoring the 

health of the Bay Delta ecosystem and sustaining California’s sport and commercial salmon fishery. The 

biological opinion is the result of several years of consultation with state and federal agencies and has 

undergone two separate peer review studies. 

 

On June 18, the amendment was defeated 208-218 (House roll call vote 366). NO IS THE PRO-ENVIRONMENT 

VOTE. 

 

11. Protecting the Molalla River 

The National Wild and Scenic Rivers System was created by Congress in 1968 to preserve certain rivers with 

outstanding natural, cultural, and recreational value. It is notable for safeguarding the special character of these 

rivers, while also recognizing the potential for their appropriate use and development. It encourages river 

management that crosses political boundaries and promotes public participation in developing goals for river 

protection. 

 

Representative Kurt Schrader (D-OR) introduced legislation (H.R. 2781) to add federal protections to 21.3 miles 

of the Molalla River in Oregon under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 

 

One of the critical functions of the Molalla River is to provide clean drinking water to the cities of Molalla and 

Canby, Oregon. The river also supports an abundance of fish and wildlife, including native winter steelhead and 

salmon runs, geological wonders and a wide range of recreational opportunities. 

 

On November 19, the bill passed by a vote of 292-133 (House roll call vote 905). YES IS THE PRO-ENVIRONMENT 

VOTE. The Senate did not act on companion legislation in 2009. 

 

12. Undermining Forest Management 

Currently, the U.S. Forest Service spends approximately half of its budget fighting forest fires, causing the agency 

to cut into non-fire programs to meet this important need. The Federal Land Assistance Management and 

Enhancement (FLAME) Act of 2009 (H.R. 1404), aimed to reduce the need for agencies to transfer non-fire funds 

to fight wildland fires when dedicated funds run out. 

 

The amendment offered by Representative Bob Goodlatte (R-VA) would have given state foresters expanded 

authority to carry out potentially harmful projects on national forests. The language contained two significant 

National Forest Management Act waivers, which would not require state foresters to advertise timber sales and 

eliminate federal oversight of marking, designating, and implementing logging projects on national forest lands. 

On March 26, the amendment was rejected 148-272 (House roll call vote 161). NO IS THE PROENVIRONMENT 

VOTE. The FLAME Act was included in the Interior-Environment appropriations bill, which the President signed 

into law March 30. 



 

13. Rare Cat & Dog Conservation 

Wildlife around the world is increasingly imperiled by a number of threats including habitat loss and 

degradation, invasive species, illegal hunting, disease, illegal trade, pollution and rapid climate change. In 

addition, there are hazards that specifically impact great cats and rare canids, such as human-wildlife conflict, 

poaching and illegal wildlife trade and a diminished prey base. 

Representative Jay Inslee (D-WA) authored H.R. 411, The Great Cats and Rare Canids Act, to provide financial 

resources authorizing up to $5 million to support the conservation of 15 rare cat and canid populations, 

including lions, leopards, and jaguars. These populations live outside the 

United States and Europe and are all listed as endangered or threatened on the World Conservation Union 

(IUCN) Red List of Endangered Species. 

 

On April 21, the House passed H.R. 411 by a vote of 290-118 (House roll call vote 194). YES IS THE PRO-

ENVIRONMENT VOTE. The Senate Environment & Public Works Committee reported out a companion bill, but 

the full Senate did not take action. 

 

14. Chemical Security 

After the September 11th attacks, chemical plants were recognized as one of the sectors most vulnerable to 

terrorism. According to the U.S. Naval Research Laboratory, an attack on a chemical facility in a major U.S. city 

could result in 100,000 casualties. According to Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) data, 110 million 

Americans live in vulnerability zones surrounding 300 chemical facilities. 

 

Since 2001, more than 200 facilities switched to safer chemical processes, eliminating themselves as targets and 

reducing the risk posed to millions of Americans. Yet more than 6,000 chemical facilities have been designated 

as “high risk” by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). 

In 2006 Congress enacted a temporary law championed by the chemical lobby barring the DHS from requiring 

the use of safer chemical processes and exempted thousands of water treatment plants and port facilities. That 

law is set to expire on October 4, 2010. 

 

In 2009, Representatives Thompson (D-MS), Waxman (D-CA) and Oberstar (D-MN) co-authored a compromise 

bill, the Chemical and Water Security Act of 2009 (H.R. 2868). H.R. 2868 authorizes the DHS and the EPA to set 

comprehensive security standards for all chemical facilities, requiring each plant to evaluate safer available 

processes and highest risk plants to use safer processes, if they are feasible and cost-effective. 

 

On November 6, the House passed H.R. 2868 by a vote of 230-193 (House roll call vote 875). 

YES IS THE PRO-ENVIRONMENT VOTE. The Senate did not act on companion legislation in 2009. 

Founded in 1979, Maryland League of Conservation Voters (LCV) is non-partisan, 501 (c)(4) known as 

the political voice for the environment.  We have since grown to a full-time, staffed organization that is 

governed by a volunteer board of directors. Maryland LCV is best known for our comprehensive yearly 

scorecard that evaluates the environmental votes of individual state legislators. We also grade the 

environmental record of the Governor. In addition, we regularly alert the public and the media of key 

actions of elected officials and closely monitor agencies and executive appointments. 

Contact: Pete Johnson, pjohnson@mclcv.org, 410-280-9855 x 204; cell 240-654-7084  

 

 

### 


