Maryland’s Environmental Community Candidate Questionnaire

2010 State Legislative Races
The Maryland League of Conservation Voters, Clean Water Action, Sierra Club- Maryland Chapter, and Environment Maryland are jointly sending this legislative candidate questionnaire for the 2010 election cycle. We thank you for taking time out of your busy campaign schedule to answer these important questions. Your answers will be shared with all four organizations and will be an important factor in each organization’s endorsement decisions.

These questions represent key environmental issues you will likely need to consider during your term as a Maryland legislator. In some districts, we have already begun candidate interviews.  If you are invited to a candidate interview, the deadline for your questionnaire is two days prior to your interview. Therefore, we encourage you to complete the questionnaire as soon as possible, but no later than July 16, 2010.  
This questionnaire is for internal use only and will not be shared in its entirety outside of the established confidential endorsement process. However, Maryland LCV, Clean Water Action, Environment Maryland, and the Sierra Club-Maryland Chapter reserve the right to make public specific portions of this document should any candidate’s stated position directly contradict submitted answers.  
Please email your completed questionnaire to Jen Brock-Cancellieri at jbrock@mdlcv.org, with your electronic signature. If necessary, you may mail a hard copy with the candidate’s signature to:

Maryland League of Conservation Voters, Attn: Jen Brock-Cancellieri

Nine State Circle, Suite 202, Annapolis, MD 21401

Please contact Jen Brock-Cancellieri, Deputy Director of Maryland LCV, at 410-280-9855, ext 202 or jbrock@mdlcv.org if you have any questions.

Personal Commitment and Leadership on Environmental Issues

1.  What environmental issues are most important to you?  Please give specific examples of your environmental leadership or describe leaders who you would like to emulate.  Include specific government examples or organizational work.
2. If you currently serve in the General Assembly, what changes in your approach to environmental issues will you make if reelected in 2010? 
3. If elected, what do you hope to accomplish to advance environmental issues?  
Access and Communication  

Open and honest communication is a critical feature of good government. How, both formally and informally, will you provide such communication? Specifically, what mechanisms and what amount of access do you expect to provide to the environmental community? What will be the role of the public in your decision making?

Issues

Access to Courts

Some progress was made in 2009 to expand authorizing citizen lawsuit provisions under some environmental permits. 
1. Do you support expanding the rights of citizens to bring lawsuits for other state environmental laws such as land use or environmental justice issues?  Yes     No  
Agriculture

Agriculture is a major source of nutrient pollution in the Chesapeake Bay and our waterways. Maryland's Tributary Strategies rely heavily on implementation of conservation practices on agricultural lands to reduce polluted run-off to the Bay. However, funding for such practices has been minimal. 

1. Do you support establishing new standards that will reduce polluted run-off from farmlands? Yes   No

2. What would you do to help farmers implement those standards and other best management practices to reduce polluted run-off?

3. What would you do to maintain productive farmland in Maryland? How would you ensure working farms are protected from the pressure of encroaching development?
4. Do you support alleviating the estate tax to allow farmers to pass on their property to their children?
Yes    No
5. There is mounting evidence that pesticide run-off is adversely affecting the Chesapeake Bay, our waterways and wildlife, and human inhabitants.  Do you support requiring mandated usage reporting data, which is already collected, be made publicly available through a central online system?   Yes   No
Clean Air, Global Warming, and Energy

1. In 2008, the state established the EmPower Maryland program to reduce our energy consumption 15 percent, per capita, by 2015.  So far, implementation has fallen far short of this goal.  What can the legislature do to address this shortfall?

2. In 2009, Maryland passed the Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Act and is developing a Climate Action Plan. How will you ensure the key elements of the plan are reflected in state policy?  
3. Do you support the state making energy decisions that are consistent with a state Comprehensive Energy Planning process to ensure Maryland’s energy is affordable, reliable, and clean? 

4. Do you support strengthening Maryland’s renewable portfolio standard to require that renewable energy credits are obtained from renewable energy facilities within the state?  
Yes    No

5. Do you support accelerating the solar portion of the state’s renewable portfolio standard?  
Yes    No
6. What else will you do to support the rapid expansion of clean energy?

7.  Do you support measures requiring utilities to sign long-term contracts with the developers of offshore wind farms on Maryland coast?  Yes     No   
8.  Do you oppose the construction of new high capacity (backbone) power lines that would bring coal-fueled electricity from other states to urban centers on the East Coast?      Yes     No  
9. What role do you think alternative energy sources, such as bio-fuels and wind energy, should play in Maryland’s energy future? 

10. Hydro Fracturing uses a complex mixture of chemicals to fracture shale rock when drilling for natural gas. Such gas well drilling has had significant public health and environmental consequences.  The rush to find natural gas in Marcellus Shale formations has led to new toxic discharges of wastewater into rivers and streams, often the drinking water sources of communities around these wells.  In addition, millions of gallons a day of wastewater containing salts, metals, hydrocarbons and other toxics are being generated by shale drilling operations. Do you support laws and regulations to limit and control the Hydro Fracturing drilling technique for natural gas in Western or other parts of Maryland?     Yes     No  
Environmental Budget and the Funding of Programs
Considering the current fiscal challenges faced by Maryland and the need for strong environmental policy, how would you respond to the following? 

1. Do you support a budget that funds the 2010 Chesapeake Bay and Atlantic Coastal Bay Trust Fund with the full allocation of $50 million each year?    Yes     No  
2. Funding within the Strategic Energy Investment Fund that was intended for energy efficiency programs, such as home weatherization, was diverted for rate payer assistance in FY10 and FY11.  Will you ensure that this money is not diverted again in the future?   Yes     No  
3. Acquisition of sensitive and threatened lands is a key element to land conservation and curbing poorly planned development. Will you oppose all efforts to divert funds from Program Open Space? Yes       No
4.  The success of many environmental protection and restoration programs depends on adequate funding for the agencies and enforcement.  In Maryland, the Governor generates the state budget but the legislature can impact certain funding decisions through its approval processes.  What will you do to ensure dedicated funding for environmental programs even in fiscally tight budget years?  
5. Agencies such as the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) and Department of Natural Resources (DNR) can only adequately monitor and inspect a small percentage of permit holders.  This is due to a lack of funding and staff. Do you support increasing permit fees to provide the necessary funds and resources for agencies to enforce current environmental laws? Yes      No   
6. Maryland’s penalties and fines for violating environmental laws are much lower as compared to federal levels or those of our neighboring states and, therefore, do not act as an adequate deterrent for environmental crimes. Do you support strengthening these penalties? Yes      No       

7. What other methods would you initiate to enforce environmental laws?

8. As the state fiscal picture becomes more stable, what will you do to lead the legislature to restore and enhance funding for environmental programs?
Environmental Justice
Many economically disadvantaged areas and communities of color are subject to the hazards of environmentally harmful industries and facilities located in their communities. 
1. What specific policies have you or would you support to address issues of environmental injustice in Maryland? 

Natural Resources

1. To what extent do you support allowing the use of public lands and state resources for logging, mineral extraction, and other commercial ventures, including renewable energy? 

Smart Growth and Land Conservation
Many Marylanders consider sprawl to be a threat to their quality of life. Since 1997, Maryland has promoted Smart Growth as a way to curb sprawl by directing that state funds, such as funding for roads, sewer, water and schools, be allocated to those areas specifically targeted by local governments for growth. This has not had nearly the impact that was envisioned by its supporters, and there have been only minor state policy initiatives since then in the area of smart growth.  
1.  What policies would you support to create the type of transformation we need in our development patterns? What leadership role would you play? 

2.  Maryland has the ability to use its resources to intervene at the local level regarding land use decisions. It is critical for the state to support good smart growth actions by the county and to oppose development decisions that will be costly to the state, including degradation of precious natural resources such as Mattawoman Creek and Green Ridge State Forest. Do you support the state using its authority to overturn local land use decisions that violate Smart Growth performance measures?   Yes        No 

3. There are many opportunities to build good neighborhoods centered on transit stations.  Most of our growth in the coming decade should be dense, mixed-use development with easy access to mass transit.  What will you do to support transit-oriented development?  
4. A critical element to stopping out of control development is to keep our existing neighborhoods strong and to revitalize those that have failed.  What specific policies would you support to encourage the revitalization of our older communities? Specifically, how would you fund community revitalization programs? 

Solid Waste

1. Do you support a state-level solid waste plan that requires local jurisdictions to fairly evaluate advanced recycling and other alternatives to incinerators and landfills?  Yes     No  
2.  Do you support establishing recycling programs that can assist local jurisdictions with additional kinds of recycling, such as recycling computers or other consumer electronics? Yes     No  
3.  Do you support a “bottle bill” that establishes a recovery fee on all bottles consumers return to local retailers for recycling? Yes     No  
4. Do you support establishing a customer bag revenue program that will reward customers for using reusable bags and requires a store to charge and collect a small fee for each disposable carryout bag the store provides to a customer?   Yes        No
Toxics

1. Do you support a ban on the worst and most dangerous chemicals, like the toxic flame retardant decabrominated diphenyl ether (Deca-BDE), synthetic estrogens such as Bisphenol A (BPA), and phthalates? Yes     No  

Transportation
Many Marylanders lack transportation choices. Traditionally, the state invests the majority of its transportation funds in infrastructure for roads. Automobiles contribute significantly to air pollution, nitrogen pollution and global warming, creating a very high price tag for the environment and taxpayers.

1. Transit programs such as, Metro, light rail, advanced bus systems, bike and pedestrian improvements, and transportation demand management programs have been successful in reducing single-occupancy vehicle use. How will you make Maryland’s transportation priorities more consistent with statewide policies, visions, and goals, such as the Maryland Climate Plan Action Plan, the Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Act, and the Maryland Energy Outlook? 

2. Maryland is building the InterCounty Connector to link existing highways.  Do you oppose additional interchanges to the current plan of the InterCounty Connector to limit the amount of sprawling development created by this highway?

Yes     No  
3. Please state your position and provide additional comments you may have on the following projects:
	Project 
	Support
	Oppose
	Don’t Know

	Widening of Route 32 in Howard County
	
	
	

	Adding HOV/HOT lanes to existing lanes on the  I-495 Beltway
	
	
	

	Cross County Connector in Charles County
	
	
	

	Corridor Cities Transit Way
	
	
	

	Widening I-95 north of Baltimore County
	
	
	

	Widening I-795
	
	
	

	The Purple Line
	
	
	

	Baltimore Red Line
	
	
	


Water Quality and Quantity

The Federal Government recently declared the Chesapeake Bay a National Treasure. However, many animal feeding operations and county stormwater systems are currently allowed to operate without pollution permits. 

1. Do you believe that the state should support the Environmental Protection Agency taking aggressive action to implement the federal Clean Water Act on behalf of the Chesapeake Bay, including a requirement that more animal feeding operations meet the threshold for permit application?   Yes   
No

2. Do you believe that the state should support the Environmental Protection Agency taking aggressive action to implement the Clean Water Act on behalf of the Chesapeake Bay, including a requirement that more county stormwater systems meet the threshold for permit application?   Yes   
No
3. The Environmental Protection Agency is developing “Total Maximum Daily Loads” (TMDL) for particular pollutants in certain waterways in the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  Maryland is currently developing a state implementation plan to meet the TMDL pollution reduction benchmarks under a voluntary agreement with the Chesapeake Bay Executive Council; however, we are way behind schedule.  If the Chesapeake Clean Water and Ecosystem Restoration Act, introduced under the leadership of Senator Cardin and Congressman Cummings, passes then Maryland would be required to draft such an implementation plan.  Do you think this should be a priority in Maryland?     Yes     No  
4. The Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund (the Flush Fee) enacted in 2004 addressed the enormous need for upgrading sewage treatment facilities and improving septic systems. As stormwater pollution continues to increase, local municipalities are facing a $20 billion backlog in stormwater infrastructure repairs.  Do you support requiring municipalities to establish a stormwater utility fee (see SB 686/ HB 999 from the 2010 General Assembly session) to address stormwater pollution?  Yes    No 

5. Inefficient development without regard to water resources has led to dwindling water supplies in many areas of the state. Do you support the state withholding additional water withdrawal permits where water supplies are found to be inadequate?  Yes     No  
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