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Report Card 1997

Governor Parris N. Glendening

Governor Glendening ran for office in 1994 on a platform that emphasized environmental
protection. In campaign publications and in televised ads, candidate Glendening made the
environment a central concern. After a somewhat rocky start, the Administration is making
significant progress in some very important areas, especially in recent months, but there's room
for improvement in others, Although several major issues have been resolved favorably for the
environment, there are several issues that remain to be decided. Overall, the governor's
environmental record is regarded favorably with room for improvement. On this first-ever report
card, the Maryland League of Conservation Voters gives Governor Glendening a "B"
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Comments:

The Governor earns high marks for his environmental and political leadership on his
Smart Growth initiatives this past year. And the Governor gained respect from the League for his
courageous veto to keep the Vehicle Emissions Inspection Program on track. Indeed, although
previous legislative sessions had been less than stellar, the Glendening Administration showed
strong pro-environment support in the 1997 legislative session. Environmentalists had been
particularly frustrated by the administration's lack of attention to environmental enforcement, but
in recent months, the Glendening administration has undertaken several important and high-
profile enforcement actions that seem to indicate renewed interest. Despite all the good news and
positive trends, the Administration is faced with big decisions on several potentially devastating
projects, specifically Chapman's Landing in Southern Maryland and the Intercounty Connector
Highway in Montgomery and Prince Georges Counties, which, until the projects are rejected,
may prevent the Governor from earmning an "A."






